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From the Director’s Desk by Michael Breece
Introducing New Teachers
for 2019-2020!
We are very excited to introduce teachers that will be
new to the ASD community
next academic year, starting
in August.
Ms. Lyn Robinson &
Mr. George Zellar
Ms. Lynn Robinson and her
husband Mr. George Zellar
will be joining us in August.
Ms. Robinson will be teaching Grade 1 and Mr. Zellar
will be teaching Upper
School Social Studies. They
currently work in the state
of North Carolina in the US,
however, have spent a num-

ber of years in Africa. They
served for 4 years in the
Peace Corps in Sierra Leone
and DRC and then went on
to teach at the American
Schools of Bamako and Freetown, where Mr. Zellar was
a Social Studies and Language Arts teacher and Ms.
Robinson was an elementary
classroom teacher. Ms. Robinson has an master’s degree in Special Education
and has spent numerous
years working in that field,
while Mr. Zellar currently
serves as the team leader at
his school for Social Studies
and Language Arts and was
awarded Teacher of the Year
last year. Ms. Robinson has
also served as a coach for

Odyssey of the Mind, which
is an internationally renowned creative problem
solving program that we
plan to begin at ASD next
year and Mr. Zellar has
served as a coach for Model
United Nations (MUN),
which is an educational simulation in which students
learn about diplomacy, international relations, and
the UN and participate in
international conferences.

Mark Your Calendar

Science and Social Studies Fair
& Open House
March 30, 2019
10:00-12:00
Bring a friend!!!

Mar. 23
Mar. 30

Apr. 1
Apr. 4-7
Apr. 5

Talent Show
40th Anniversary
(Science & Social Stud
ies Fair)
Minimum Day
WAISAL HS Soccer
Third Quarter Ends
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New teachers continued...
Ms. Kathleen Jingwi
Ms. Kathleen Jingwi will be joining us as an Upper School Mathematics
teacher. Ms. Jingwi is from the state of Maryland, where she has taught
Mathematics for over 20 years and currently serves as the Department Chair
at her school. Ms. Jingwi is no stranger to Cameroon, however, as she was a
Peace Corps volunteer in Bamenda and Nwa. She will be joining us with her
son Ryan, who will be a 12th grader next year. Ms. Jingwi holds a BA in Mathematics and an MA in Mathematics education. She was nominated for the
Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching and
received the City of Bowie Excellence in Education Award.

Ms. Colleen Puhr
Ms. Colleen Puhr will be joining us as an Upper School Social Studies teacher. She is originally from
Colorado but is currently teaching at an IB school Bahrain, where she has been for 3 years. Ms. Puhr
holds a bachelor’s degree in History and Secondary Education and serves as the Grade 9 coordinating
teacher at her current school. She has also facilitated Model United Nations and we are looking forward to the possibility bringing the MUN to ASD with the collaboration of Mr. Zellar and Ms. Puhr. She
has also served on the Character Development Committee of her school, which
implemented programming
to improve the character of
students. Additionally, Ms.
Puhr is a basketball player
and will be coaching ASD
basketball!
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Counselor’s Corner
Transition Time!
This school year, 5th and
8th graders have been
working hard in all of their
subjects and preparing for
their transition to the next
level of school. For 5th
graders, it means preparing for the complexity of
middle school. For 8th
graders, it means preparing for the increased rigor,
responsibility and accountability of high school. As
the school counselor,
here’s what I have been
working with 5th grade
students on to help make
their transition go smoothly.
5th Grade Transition
Students moving from 5th
to 6th grade are often excited and nervous about
the unknown. At ASD,
elementary students have
one classroom teacher
who teaches them the
core subjects (science,
math, English and social
studies). While they do
have specialty classes,
their schedule varies depending on the day and
time of year. 5th grade
students’ days are routine
and their teacher, Ms. Mildred, cultivates a warm,
supportive environment
where every student feels
nurtured and important.
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While our middle school
teachers also create warm,
supportive environments,
there is a significant shift in
the amount of independence
and self-responsibility that is
expected with middle school
students. For example, middle school students follow a
period schedule, where they
are expected to reach their
classes on time with their
necessary books and materials. 6th graders should expect
to have a different teacher for
each class, and each teacher
may have his or her own preferred way of teaching the
class. Students are expected
to adapt to the changes. To
better prepare for 6th grade,
students should evaluate
their current organizational
skills and make adjustments
if necessary. Maintaining a
school planner is essential!
5th graders will also find that
their grades and report cards
are a bit different in 6th grade.
While they do receive grade
letters (ranging from A-F) in
5th grade, in 6th grade these
letters are converted into a
grade point average (GPA).
The highest GPA a 6th grade
student can achieve is a 4.0,
which means the student
earned As in all of his or her
classes. Like in 5th grade, 6th
graders have specialty classes such as French, art and
ICT. However, in 6th grade,
they often attend the special-

by Nika Bowens
ty class daily (either for the year, dle school.
semester or quarter).
Joining middle school is not just Next week, I will detail how
about academics! Students inter- the 8th graders have been
ested in sports will be happy to
preparing for high school.
know that in 6th grade they are
now eligible to participate in
team sports. If you love playing
soccer (football), basketball or
volleyball, I definitely encourage
you to try out for the teams next
school year. 6th graders also
nominate a representative to
participate in Student Council.
Student Council is a studentbased leadership organization
that plans school events and
represents the ASD student
body. Additionally, we encourage students to recommend any
new activities they are interested
in being involved at ASD.
Before the end of this school
year, 5th graders will shadow the
6th grade class for a day, participate in a question and answer
session with 6th graders and 6th
grade teachers, locate their lockers and use a combination lock. I
will also continue my Q&A sessions with 5th graders in our
monthly classroom guidance
lessons.
It is important to complete yearlong transition activities so that
students feel better prepared for
moving up to 6th grade. My goals
are to introduce students to the
differences, recommend techniques to best prepare and take
away the “scary mystery” of mid-
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Science Fair by Assil
This week our students’
science fair projects were
graded. A lot of the students put in effort and
time into their work and
we were met with plenty
of surprises. All of these
presentations are going to
be seen at ASD’s 40th
Anniversary on March
30th at 10:00 am. When
the presentations are finished, everyone will head
up to the auditorium at
11:30 pm where the
awards will be handed out
to the best, most creative
and educative presenta-

tions. Food will then be
served at 12:15 pm.
Hope you take time out
of your day to come

check out these projects.

Talent Show by Matis
On Saturday, March 23rd,
ASD will host its annual
talent show. There will be
around 30 students with a
lot of talent. The talent
show has been a part of
the year since the beginning of ASD. Lots of kids
are working hard to show
off their skills and they are
really talented and courageous. Admission is free
so don’t hesitate to join in
the fun! The talent show
will start at 2 p.m. and finish at 5 p.m. Make sure
you don’t have anything to

23
2 Pm The Auditorium

do this day and hope to
see you there!
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