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Mark Your Calendar 

 

Feb. 4-12  MAP Testing 

 

Feb. 6-10  WAISAL HS Basketball 

 

Feb. 11  Cameroon Youth Day  

  (NO SCHOOL) 

 

Feb. 15-17  MS Volleyball (ASOY) 

 

Feb. 18  Minimum Day 

  (11:45 dismissal) 

 

 

Class Spotlight - 4th grade By Ms. Ronette 
We have been doing a lot of work in Grade 4 since the start of the academic year. 

However, the most exciting and challenging of them all have been Math and Science  

respectively. We have been working persistently to understand word problems in 

Math and to make them our favorite kind of problems to solve. Even though it is not 

yet one of our most pleasant things to do, we are glad to say that we have a founda-

tional knowledge of how to go about it.  

If you, reading this now, are an expert in this domain, 4th grade invites you to join us in 

our classroom where we can share new tricks and techniques on how to solve real-

world Math problems.  

On the other hand, science has been very exciting and interesting working on our En-

ergy unit. We investigated Energy & Circuits, the Force of Magnetism, Electromagnets, 

Energy Transfer and are currently investigating 

Waves . 
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Counselor’s Corner by Nika Bowens  
This week in school counseling, I worked with kindergarten, grades 1, 2, 4 and 6 on further developing their friendship skills 
and learning how the stages of cultural competence influence their interactions. 
 
Developing Friendship Skills 
Developing friendship skills, especially at an early age, is an important part of a child’s social and emotional growth. Studies 
have shown that having a strong support system, including trusted friends, helps people increase their sense of purpose and 
belonging in the world around them. Having a supportive group of friends also helps encourage positive coping skills when 
faced with adversity and tragedy. Examples of important friendship skills that ASD students currently use are actively being 
kind, listening to others, showing empathy to others and understanding appropriate behavior and boundaries. 
 
Cultural Competence Stages 
Understanding and respecting others’ differences is always important to learn. In an international education setting, it is 
often crucial to a child’s social and emotional development. 
There are six stages of cultural competence: cultural destructiveness, cultural incapacity, cultural blindness, cultural pre-
competence, cultural competence and cultural proficiency. 
 
Cultural destructiveness is intentional eradication and dehumanization of other cultures, an act carried out by the dominant 
culture group. People in this group assume superiority over marginalized cultures. 
 
Cultural incapacity is similar to cultural destructiveness, except the biases are unintentional (but still detrimental to other 
cultures). People in this group exhibit fear and ignorance about people from other cultures. 
 
Cultural blindness is the assumption that a person’s cultural background has no impact on how he or she experiences the 
world. People in this group are well-intentioned but often expect assimilation into the dominant culture and ignore how our 
backgrounds impact our experiences. 
 
Cultural pre-competence is the realization that people have varying experiences in the world which are in part influenced by 
their culture. People in this group have a basic understanding of recognizing cultural differences and the value of diversity, 
but limited experience with effectively committing to diversity inclusion. 
 
Cultural competence is accepting and respecting cultural differences. People in this group are sensitive to others’ differ-
ences, continually assess their biases and strive to develop a deeper understanding about people from different back-
grounds. 
 
Cultural proficiency is similar to cultural competence, with the added layers of feeling a personal responsibility to develop 
more cultural awareness and advocating for others in society to develop their cultural competency. People in this group ac-
tively seek out knowledge about other cultures, including personal experiences, and advocate on the behalf of marginalized 
groups.   
 
The goal, of course, is for all ASD students to reach cultural proficiency. When we work with students to help them develop 
global perspectives, it is not just about academics. We encourage all students to develop skills that will lead to cultural profi-
ciency. 
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Honor Roll 

 

 

Grade 6  

Aymeric 

Grade 7 

Jalia 

Kivana 

Krish 

 

Grade 8 

Prajyot 

Fatima 

Grade 9 

William 

Matis 

Brandon 

Grade 10 

Joseph 

Jonathan  

Andy 

 

Grade 11 

Sokhna 

Maxime 

Anestis 

Ivy 

 

Grade 12 

Gabrielle 

Gen 

Ashley   
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High Honor Roll 

 

 

 

 

 Grade 6 

Blanca 

Zara-Janelle 

Kimora 

Simran 

Craig 

Grade 7 

Abhinav K. 

Abhinav A. 

Grade 8 

Romane  

Maily 

Asoaweh 

Lindsey 

Grade 9 

Reina-Marie 

Kimberly 

Assil 

Grade 10 

Melvyn 

Noemie  

Mia-Chloe 

Grade 11 

Adriana 

Kcidy 

Sereine 

Grade 12 

Goretti 

Keysha 

Maxim 

Tina 

Endale 

Ericka 

Kimberly 
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Buying A Car By Sika 

The 9th grade class is 

doing a project in ge-

ometry on buying a 

car for their future. 

They’re to imagine 

that they’re shopping 

for a car and trying to 

buy the car that they 

need and that also 

satisfies their financial 

status. In selecting 

their car, they will cre-

ate a budget, calculate 

their overall expenses,   

including the purchase, 

finance charges, and 

maintenance costs. Are 

they going to be inter-

ested in buying a new 

or used car? Financing 

their car allows them to 

put down less cash, but 

they’ll need to make 

monthly payments that 

include interest. They 

have a finance  charge 

equation which will in-

clude: the amount of 

money bor-

rowed , the total 

number of pay-

ments, annual 

percentage rate, 

and the number 

of payments per 

year. This project 

not only helps 

them for their fu-

ture but also for 

critical thinking 

 

 

and problem solving 

skills in real life. 
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Pollution and Water Crisis in Southwest Asia B y William  

In Southwest Asia, 
human sewage, ag-
ricultural runoff, 
and industrial waste 
are very common. 
Rapid growth in in-
dustry in cities ad 
towns cause gar-
bage and trash in 
major rivers and 
streams. There is 
also less water in 
Asia compared to 
other parts of the 
world. Middle East-
ern countries are 

also included in 
conflicts over wa-
ter problems. 
Ways to avoid this 
water scarcity or 
water pollution 
are to keep the 
environment 
clean by keeping 
dirt, oils, fat and 
grease out of the 
sink, abstain from 
flushing contami-
nated liquids, 
pills, drugs, or 
medication down 

the drain and 
developing a 
proper sewage 
treatment man-
agement sys-
tem. This does 
not only de-
pend on one 
person or a 
group of peo-
ple; it depends 
on the whole 
country to com-
mit to best 
practices. 

 

 


