
idays to create a commu-
nity where our children 
know they are genuinely 
cared for. 
 
I encourage all our stu-
dents and parents to 
make a point to thank the 
teachers for their commit-
ment.  
 

International Teachers’ 
Day : 

 
October 5th of each year 
is known as World Teach-
ers’ Day or International 
Teachers’ Day. It is on this 
day that we celebrate our 
teachers and show our 
appreciation. Teaching is 
a profession that many 
see as a calling more than 
simply a job or a ca-
reer.  Great teachers go 
beyond simply covering 
the contents of a curricu-
lum and I believe ASD is 
full of great teachers. One 
of our graduates said it 
best last year in his gradu-
ation speech, “Any school 
can teach you to be 
smarter, but ASD taught 
me to be a better person.” 

 

Our teachers here at ASD 
sincerely care about the 
holistic development of 
our students.  As per our 
ASD mission, we strive to 
develop students who are 
competitive, self-
confident, compassionate, 
and contribute positively 
to the world.  This starts 
with the strong relation-
ships built between teach-
ers, students, and their 
families. 
 
I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all of 
our teachers for their dedi-
cation to our students.  In 
addition to being experts 
in their subject areas, our 
teachers are coaches, 
mentors, and counse-
lors.  They give their eve-
nings, weekends, and hol-
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Mark Your Calendar 

 
 

Oct. 6-  SAT 

 

Oct 8- NO SCHOOL MONDAY 

 

Oct. 10- PSAT 10/11 

 

Oct. 17- PTA Meeting  

 

Oct. 19- First Quarter Ends  

 

Oct. 22-26- October Break  

No school on  

MONDAY  

October  8th 
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ry tools. We want stu-
dents to be aware of 
their options and the 
knowledge and skills 
required in each ca-
reer. 
 
If you are interested in 
learning more about 
the career and interest 
inventories students 
completed, please see 
these websites: 
O*Net Interest Profiler 
Careerwise Education 
Career Cluster Interest 

Counselor’s Corner by Nika Bowens  
It is already the first 
week of October, 
and a new month 
means new guid-
ance curriculum. 
This week, I worked 
with grade 6, 7, 8 
and 9 students on 
college and career 
awareness. 
 
In our grade 6 les-
son, we discussed 
what interests and 
skills lead to different 
careers. Students 
were asked to think 
about a task or activ-
ity they greatly enjoy 
doing and a task or 
activity they dislike. I 
asked students to 
imagine their future 
where they had to 
complete both tasks 
(enjoy/dislike) for 8 
hours a day, 40 
hours a week and for 
the next 40 years. 
Students described 
how they felt about 
both prospects. Ad-
ditionally, 6th grad-
ers were also taught 
career clusters. They 

were able to identify 
careers included in the 
business, management 
and technology, arts 
and communication, 
natural resources/
agriculture, industrial 
and engineering tech-
nology, human ser-
vices and health ser-
vices clusters. We end-
ed the lesson with a 
match the career to the 
cluster activity. 
 
In the 7th, 8th and 9th 
grade lessons, stu-
dents were introduced 
to career and interest 
inventories. A career 
and interest inventory 
is a type of survey that 
includes rating your in-
terests in specific sub-
jects and skills, as well 
as identifying your 
strongest character 
traits. Once students 
completed the invento-
ry, the results ranked 
their interests by career 
clusters. Students were 
asked to evaluate how 
accurate they felt the 
results were, and to re-

search majors/courses of 
study and careers within 
the clusters. 
 
One thing to note, and 
which I emphasized to 
students, is that these are 
“snapshot” surveys. As 
students progress 
through their studies and 
learn more about them-
selves, it is normal for 
their interests and career 
aspirations to change. 
The inventories should be 
used as career explorato-

https://www.mynextmove.org/explore/ip
https://careerwise.minnstate.edu/careers/clusterAssessment
https://careerwise.minnstate.edu/careers/clusterAssessment


P A G E  3  

E D I T I O N  1 8 - 1 9 ,  I S S U E  7  

Lower School Students of the Month  
This year, we want to 
promote our school 
pledge, which includes 
the following: 

 

 Respect all people 

and their cultures 
 

 Help my fellow hu-

mans wherever I can 
 

 Protect the environ-

ment 
 

 Do my best in my 

studies 
 

Each month teachers will 
select a Student of the 
Month from their class 
who consistently demon-
strates these quali-

ties.  For the month of 
September, the students 
are: 

 

 

PreK-3  

Nana  

PreK-4  

Choi  

K5  

Aserweh  

Grade 1  

Garv  

Grade 2  
 

Imon  

Grade 3  

Malak  

Grade 4  

Priyanka  

Grade 5  

Nadish  
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the benefits of the 
Advanced Place-
ment (AP) cours-
es that she took 
in high school 
that are also of-
fered at ASD, 
which helped pre-
pare her for the 
rigor of university 
classes.  Dr. 
Spencer dis-
cussed her trav-
els to all 7 conti-
nents, as well as 
interesting experi-
ences on a US aircraft 
carrier and a research 
trip to Antarctica.  

On Monday, we wel-
comed Dr. Kathleen 
Spencer to ASD.  Dr. 
Spencer, who is origi-
nally from New Jersey, 
is currently an opera-
tions research analyst at 
the Pentagon in the 
US.  She talked to our 
11th and 12th graders 
about the importance of 
hard work and determi-
nation throughout her 
journey to a successful 
career.  Dr. Spencer 
holds BS degrees in 
Chemistry and Math and 
a PhD in Physical 
Chemistry from the Cali-
fornia Institute of Tech-
nology.  She highlighted 

Guest Speaker for Grades 11&12 

Decorated Doors! 
In commemoration of 
Book-O-Ween. staff and 
students have been 
decorating their doors 
as book covers to help 
promote literacy. 
 
By the time Book-O-
Ween is here, our halls 
will be filled with book 
covers! 
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guage skills. We have started 
science by learning about the 
various parts of our body and 
we will continue in this same 
idea as we will be learning 
how to take care of our-
selves. Learning in our class 
is all about having fun! 

The K3 and K4 learners are 
building their literacy skills, 
motor skills and  completing 
introductory mathematics’ 
basic knowledge such as 
shapes, colors, and tracing. 
All the above are part of their 
objectives to meet the readi-
ness for kindergarten. These 
activities are organized to 
enable them to reach their 
maximum potential. In lan-
guage arts, we are learning 
what letters are all about, the 
relationship existing between 
them and writing and read-
ing. In math, we practice 
counting numbers and identi-
fying them. We also are 
learning about basic colors 
and basic two dimensional 
shapes such circles, trian-
gles, squares…etc. Playing 
is also one of our methods in 
building our social and lan-

Class Feature Pre k3/4 

 
 




