
What happens between  
now and 2025? 

 

In order to become re-
accredited, the school under-
took a 2-year self-study pro-
cess which provided a clear 
idea of areas of strength and 
areas for growth.  For exam-
ple, through the self-study, 
we identified a need for 
counseling lessons from our 
school counselor. As a re-
sult, Ms. Bowens has devel-
oped a counseling curricu-
lum and will begin delivering 
lessons next week. Through-
out the next seven years, we 
will continue to review all 
areas of the school. 
 

Although we’ve achieved re-
accreditation, the process is 
never complete.  As the 
world continues to rapidly 
change, so must schools, in 
order to prepare our students 
with the necessary skills to 
be successful. 

MSA Accreditation 
 
As you may have seen our 
social media sites at the end 
of last week, we officially 
received our re-accreditation 
certificate from Middle States 
Association Commission on 
Elementary and Secondary 
Schools (MSA-CESS).  Our 
accreditation is now valid 
through May 2025.  

 
What is Accreditation? 

 

Accreditation is a self-
evaluation process that 
schools voluntarily use to 
demonstrate they are meet-
ing a defined set of stand-
ards.  MSA’s standards of 
accreditation include not only 
the educational aspects of 
the school, but also govern-
ance, facilities, finances, 
safety and student services. 

 
 

Why is Accreditation          
Important? 

 

• Demonstrates that the 
school is committed to 
provide high quality edu-
cation and continuous 
growth and improvement 

 

• Validates our programs, 
transcripts and diplomas 

 

• Reveals information that 
serves as a basis for 
school improvement, 
strategic planning, re-
structuring, and staff de-
velopment 

 

• Assures the school’s mis-
sion and vision are appro-
priate and accomplished 
through a viable educa-
tional program 

 

• Takes a holistic approach, 
examining the entire 
school philosophy and 
goals, its community, pro-
grams and services, facili-
ties, and financial stability 
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Mark Your Calendar 

 

Sept 6  Parent Orientation 

  Night 6:00pm 

Sept 10-21 MAP Testing  

Sept 11 PTA meeting 3:00 pm 

Sept 15 ASD Swim Meet 

Sept 17 Minimum Day 

Sept 21  Progress Reports 
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While this is just one les-
son on developing posi-
tive academic habits, 
positive reinforcement in 
this area will happen all 
year long. As the adults 
in our students’ lives, it’s 
important for all of us 
(parents, teachers and 
counselors) to consist-
ently emphasize respon-
sible and studious aca-
demic behavior. 

Counselors Corner by Nika Bowens  
Hello parents! 
This week at ASD, we 
continued to welcome 
back returning stu-
dents and to welcome 
new students to our 
ASD community. 
 
Advanced Placement 
(AP) Student Meeting 
 
Students in grades 11 
and 12 attended an 
Advanced Placement 
(AP) course meeting 
last Friday. AP classes 
are university-level 
courses that high 
school students can 
take, typically in 11th 
and/or 12th grade. At 
ASD, we offer several 
AP classes for 11th and 
12th graders, such as 
AP Physics, AP Eco-
nomics and AP Eng-
lish Literature. In May, 
students sit for AP ex-
ams for the courses 
they took during the 
school year. Many US 
(and some Canadian) 
universities offer uni-

versity credit to students 
who do well on AP ex-
ams. 
 
In our AP meeting, we 
discussed AP course 
workload, the increased 
expectations for students 
taking AP classes and 
working with teachers to 
overcome challenges stu-
dents may have in their 
AP courses. For more 
information about AP, 
please click on this link: 
College Board AP Pro-
gram.  

Next Week’s Guidance 
Lessons Agenda 
 
As mentioned in last 
week’s Talking Drums, 
this year students in 
grades K-12 will receive 
monthly classroom guid-
ance lessons. Next week, 

the first lessons start with 
grades 6, 7 and 8. The 
theme for their September 
guidance lessons is being a 
successful student. Stu-
dents will learn ways to im-
prove their organizational, 
study and test-taking skills. 
Since this is the beginning 
of a new school year, it’s a 
great time to reinforce the 
importance of using these 
skills so that everyone starts 
off the year successful. 

PTA 
MEETING!!! 
Date:  Sept 11 

Time: 3:00pm  

https://ap.collegeboard.org/
https://ap.collegeboard.org/
https://ap.collegeboard.org/
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Parent Orientation Night 
will be held on September 
6 from 6:00-8:30pm.  This 
is a great opportunity for 
parents to meet their chil-
dren’s teachers and learn 
about the program for the 
year. The schedule is as 
follows: 
 
6:00-6:15 Welcome from 
the Director in the Audito-
rium 
 
6:20-8:05 Parents will at-
tend each of their child’s 
classes according to their 
child’s schedule 
 
8:05-8:30 Refreshments 
in the lobby area 
 
We look forward to seeing 
you on Thursday!  

Parent Orientation 

Car Tags 
Each family has now been 
issued one car tag. Please 
ensure it is visible when 
entering the school com-
pound.  If you need an ad-
ditional car tag, please let 
Ms. Fomba know. Addi-
tional car tags may be 
printed at a cost of 2,000 
FCFA. 
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New Teacher Features:    Mr. Ed 
I am delighted to join the 

team here at ASD.  I have 

been teaching for 10 

years and I come here via 

Eritrea, Sudan, China and 

Saudi Arabia.  In addition 

to my overseas experi-

ence, I also taught at a 

large school district in the 

U.S. for 3 years.  Prior to 

my becoming a teacher I 

spent 20 years in the fi-

nancial industry. I am a 

husband and a father to 

two grown sons.   My de-

sire to teach came from 

my experiences as I vol-

unteered in my son’s clas-

ses.   After taking some 

time off, I went back to 

school and earned a 

degree in Education 

from Purdue University 

and began my journey 

in education.  Outside of 

education my interests 

include home remodel-

ing, woodworking, small 

boat building and motor-

cycle repair.   

 In the next few weeks 

the English Language 

Arts students will begin 

their first novel study of 

the school year.  Ideally, 

this will culminate with a 

presentation of their 

reading experience 

through an interac-

tive multimedia 

presentation made in 

government, US history, 

psychology, geography, 

modern world history, an-

cient world history, current 

events, anthropology, phi-

losophy and career plan-

ning. I am excited to teach 

kids here in Cameroon! 

In my social studies classes 

we have begun studying 

several topics! In current 

events we are learning how 

to research and follow 

headlines from various na-

tions around the world. We 

will also be learning about 

fact checking and how to 

find out how credible a 

Hello, my name is Norm 

Allen, and this is my first 

year teaching abroad! I 

have been working as a 

social studies teacher for 

9 years now. I did my un-

dergrad work at Weber 

State University, in geog-

raphy and anthropology, 

and my graduate work at 

the University of Phoenix 

in secondary education. I 

am a licensed educator 

with a level 2 social stud-

ies composite license from 

the State of Utah. I have 

taught several social stud-

ies courses: American 

news source is. 

In Psychology 

we are learning 

about some of 

the early theo-

ries of study 

within the field; 

specifically right 

now we are fo-

cusing on be-

haviorism.  

Mr. Allen 

small groups of 3 to 4 

students.     



P A G E  5  

E D I T I O N  1 8 - 1 9 ,  I S S U E  2  

Teacher Feature— Mrs. Kaleab 
My name is Shewit Kale-
ab. I am from Eritrea. I am 
married and have two 
beautiful daughters. I re-
ceived my BA from the 
University of Asmara in 
2003 and earned my In-
ternational Teaching Cer-
tificate from the European 
Council of International 
Schools in 2011. I have 
been working as a teacher 
since 2003 in different 
grade levels from early 
childhood to high school (I 
taught English to 12 grad-
ers as part of my national 
service in Eritrea).  I’ve 
had the opportunity to 
teach in international 
schools in Eritrea, Indone-
sia, and now Cameroon. I 
am currently back to 
teaching after a 2-year 
break, one year for mater-
nity leave and the second 
year for settling my family 

into Douala. My passion 
for traveling has taken 
me to many countries on 
four continents. In addi-
tion to traveling, I like to 
read which I haven’t 
done for a while (too 
many interruptions) and 
watching tv shows or a 
good movie. 
 

We have been busy in 
3rd grade this past week, 
setting our classroom 
rules and class routines, 
which we will continue to 
do over the coming few 
weeks as I believe the 
first weeks of school are 
very crucial in setting 

the year off to a great 
start.  I am also a 
true believer that 
children learn 
through repetition 
and modeling.  
 

In the coming few 
weeks, we will be 
learning about the 
writing process and 
use that to write nar-
rative stories.  Stu-
dents will also devel-
op their writing skills 
through writing sum-
maries of stories they 
read and by taking 
notes on science ex-
periments during our 

 

 

unit on water and cli-
mate. In math, they will 
be counting to 10,000 
using place value and 
writing numbers in word 
form, as well as adding 
and subtracting num-
bers to 10.000.  
 

I am looking forward to 
a year full of learning, 
growth and fun for my 
students and me!!! 


