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SOCIAL STUDIES PHILOSOPHY  

 

The social studies curriculum of the American School of Douala is focused on creating a sense of self in local and 
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global communities, analyzing human relationships, cultural differences, and seeks to facilitate students in maximizing 

their strengths in the areas of social studies. The general aim is to promote a student-centered, problem based 

approach that is developmentally appropriate. 

 The ASD social studies program connects concepts to everyday life and situations with the goal of helping students 

develop critical thinking skills and processes.  We aspire to a curriculum that guides learners through mastering the 

following skills: 

 Knowledgeable about the important concepts and theories of the three major approaches to social studies 

education: social sciences, citizenship, and the inquiry process 

 Develop critical-thinking and problem-solving skills in the context of relevant, “real world,” issues that 

students and communities are facing right now 

 Prepare students to be effective, contributing members of their local community and their state and to be 

informed, active citizens 

ASD CURRICULUM OVERVIEW 
 

Curriculum 

The word curriculum has many different meanings, ranging from the general to the specific. For the purposes of ASD’s 

academic program, curriculum refers to the outline for the standards-based program of study. It outlines the learning 

standards and outcomes at each grade level, and the content taught in order to achieve those standards. It provides a 

framework (or guide) for each class, while still providing teachers with the freedom to teach to their professional 

strengths and include their own creative approaches to classroom activities. 

Standards-Based Learning 
Standards give guidance to a school as to what should be learned at each grade level. They provide benchmarks for 

knowledge, skills, and understandings that students should develop as they progress throughout the levels of a 

school. Standards, however, do not dictate how something should be learned or taught. The American School of 

Douala’s core subject curricula are rooted in the AERO Common Core Plus standards.  These standards, which are 

described below, ensure that our students are equipped with the tools necessary for the choices that they make 

beyond high school, including university and career. 

 

American Education Reaches Out (AERO) 
AERO is a project supported by the United States Department of Education's Office of Overseas Schools, which 

establishes an implementation framework for international American schools that offer a standards-based U.S. 

curriculum. For more, please visit www.projectaero.org. 

BEST PRACTICES  
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Understanding by Design 

UbD is a results- or standards-based approach to planning curricular units. It was originally published by Grant 

Wiggins and Jay McTighe in 2005. Based on the concept of “Backward Design,” it requires teachers to consider the 

learning objectives and the related standards for each unit first. From there, teachers are required to determine the 

performance indicators, or assessments, that will measure how well students have mastered the objectives and 

standards. Only when these have been determined does the teacher begin to plan the lessons and structure of the 

unit. This method encourages all lessons and activities to move toward the goal of student mastery of the standards 

and learning objectives. 

Student-Centered Learning 
Contemporary pedagogical research overwhelmingly supports the concept of student-centered learning. Although 

there are many factors to student-centered learning, the general premise is that the teacher minimizes time lecturing 

at the front of the classroom and more time planning and managing student activities. These student activities can 

take a variety of forms and be either individual or collaborative. The best student-centered learning activities require 

students to think deeply about the material they are learning and to use previously learned knowledge and skills in 

the construction of new ones. 

This means that instruction based on teaching isolated skills has been discarded in favor of a more integrated 

approach to learning. The Social Studies classroom is a communications workroom where students learn to construct 

meaning, to understand the world in new ways, through active participation and engagement in activities. This kind of 

learning functions best when the teacher takes a “hands off” approach, not responding too quickly to student 

questions, as students struggle to accomplish a goal on their own. The activity usually ends with an opportunity for 

students to reflect upon their own learning, either collaboratively or individually. 

 

The chief visual characteristic of the student-centered classroom is when the teacher is engaged with small groups or 

individual students, or even moving quietly about the room as the students work. 

DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION 
 

As stated above, standards provide a framework for what should be learned at each grade level. However, our 

philosophy of learning shapes how learning takes place. At ASD, we believe that, although students are grouped by 

age in each grade level, children develop at different rates, acquire knowledge, skills, and understanding in different 

ways, and express what they have learned through a variety of means. Furthermore, as an internationally diverse 

learning community with a transitory population, students join ASD from a variety of schooling systems and a range of 

English abilities. As a result, we believe that learning must be differentiated based on individual student needs. 

 

Differentiated instruction considers students’ individual needs and levels of readiness before designing a lesson plan. 

Research on the effectiveness of differentiation shows this method benefits a wide range of students, from those 

with learning disabilities to those who are considered high ability. Furthermore, when students are given more 

options for how they can learn material, they take on more responsibility for their own learning. Differentiating 
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instruction may mean teaching the same material to all students using a variety of instructional strategies, or it may 

require the teacher to deliver lessons at varying levels of difficulty based on the ability of each student. 

Teachers who practice differentiation in the classroom may: 

 Design lessons based on students’ learning needs. 

 Group students by shared interest, topic, or ability for assignments. 

 Assess students’ learning using formative assessment. 

 Manage the classroom to create a safe and supportive environment. 

 Continually assess and adjust lesson content to meet students’ needs. 
  

Teachers can differentiate instruction through four ways: Content, Process, Product, and Learning Environment. 

Content 
Fundamental lesson content should cover the standards of learning set by the school. But some students in a class 

may be completely unfamiliar with the concepts in a lesson, some students may have partial mastery, and some 

students may already be familiar with the content before the lesson begins. 

Differentiation of content may involve designing activities for groups of students that cover various levels of Bloom’s 

Taxonomy, a classification of levels of intellectual behavior going from lower-order thinking skills to higher-order 

thinking skills. The six levels are: remembering, understanding, applying, analyzing, evaluating, and creating. Students 

who are unfamiliar with a lesson could be required to complete tasks on the lower levels, remembering and 

understanding. Students with some mastery could be asked to apply and analyze the content, and students who have 

high levels of mastery could be asked to complete tasks in the areas of evaluating and creating. 

  

Examples of differentiating activities: 

 Match vocabulary words to definitions. 

 Read a passage of text and answer related questions. 

 Think of a situation that happened to a character in the story and a different outcome. 

 Differentiate fact from opinion in the story. 

 Identify an author’s position and provide evidence to support this viewpoint. 

 Create a PowerPoint presentation summarizing the lesson. 

Process 

Process addresses the fact that not all students require the same amount of support from the teacher, and students 

could choose to work in pairs, small groups, or individually. While some students may benefit from one-on-one 

interaction with the teacher or the classroom aide, others may be able to progress by themselves. Teachers can 

enhance student learning by offering support based on individual needs. 

 

Examples of differentiating the process: 
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 Allow students to listen to audio books if they have difficulties reading due to language barriers or physical 
challenges such as dyslexia. 

 Allow some students to use translation devices or have more time to complete tests and assignments 

 Allow some students to present information orally rather than in writing. 

 

Product 
The product is what the student creates to demonstrate mastery of the content. This can be in the form of tests, 

projects, reports, or other activities. Students could be assigned or allowed to choose from different types of activities 

that allow them to demonstrate they have successfully met the standard. 

 

Examples of differentiating the end product to meet a specific standard: 

 Write a book report. 

 Create a graphic organizer of the story. 

 Give an oral report. 

 Build a diorama illustrating the story. 

 

Learning environment 

The conditions for optimal learning include both physical and psychological elements. A flexible classroom layout that 

incorporates various types of furniture and arrangements to support both individual and group work is important. 

Psychologically speaking, teachers should use classroom management techniques that support a safe and supportive 

learning environment. 

 

Examples of differentiating the environment: 

 Break some students into reading groups to discuss the assignment. 

 Allow students to read individually if preferred. 

 Create quiet spaces where there are no distractions. 

 

Developing Programs for English Language Learners 
One of the key issues in education at The American School of Douala is the academic achievement of English 

Language Learners (ELL) learners. As Social Studies teachers, we must provide all students rich and stimulating 

activities that not only increase their English proficiency but also encourage them to reach proficiency.   Many of 

these strategies are appropriate for all students, not just ELL learners. 

 Use pictures, in addition to writing, to help students learn 

 Have students conduct surveys, polls, or transcribe interviews about topics that interest them 

 Have students write about symbols or gestures significant to their home cultures 
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 Identify and write about stereotypes or notions regarding their home cultures 

 Write a response to art, a movie, or literature, that is part of their home culture 

 Teach instructions and vocabulary necessary needed to carry out a task 

 Use lead statements that cue listeners about what is going on to start lessons 

 Call on student to keep them focused 

 Use a variety of questioning strategies 

 Use a multi-modal approach to learning, inviting students to move their hands or bodies 

 Allow opportunities for hands-on activities in which students interact and collaborate with one another 

 Use cooperative learning strategies 

 Concentrate on independent student learning 

A VARIETY OF ASSESSMENTS 
 

Assessment is the means by which students demonstrate that they have mastered the required standards and 

learning objectives. Although there is still a time and place for the traditional hard data tests, the focus of 

assessments should be more holistic and authentic, such as portfolios of work in progress, exhibitions, and 

performances. 

Teachers use rubrics, or scoring guides, to judge students’ work. Rubrics make it possible for students to see exactly 

what it is students are trying to accomplish and to provide specific feedback in assessments. Teachers must be 

committed to a variety of assessment measures, both formal and informal. For example, a Lower School teacher’s 

assessment tool kit might include: 

 Student Reading Journal Entries  

 Informal Reading Inventories 

 Running Records  

 Anecdotal Note Taking (observation of student work)  

 Listening Activities 

 Selected Response Test (multiple choice, true/false, matching, fill in) 

 Performance Assessments and Scoring Guides  (skills and products)  

 Personal Communication (questions, conferences, interviews) 

 Writing Assessment with Specific Traits (six-trait writing assessment)  

 

 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS   
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Lower School Literacy Course Descriptions by Grade Level 
Social Studies in the Lower School focuses on helping students gain an understanding of their role in our global 

community while developing their own culture identity and appreciating the cultures of others.  Students learn about 

themselves, as well as their families, communities, our host country of Cameroon, and world beyond.  They learn 

about how people, places, and environments are similar and different, and how they change over time.  Students 

acquire a knowledge and understanding of systems of government and the use of power and authority throughout 

history and in modern times.  Students also develop skills in map reading, creating timelines, comparing and 

contrasting, analyzing texts, and gaining insight from different perspectives. 

PreK 3-4 
We start the year in PreK 3 and 4 by learning about who we are in relation to other members of our families, and our 

community helpers and their contributions to our wellbeing. After that, we celebrate book characters through Book-

O-Ween, our school-wide Literacy celebration, to promote early interest in books, and learn about the origins and 

importance of holidays such as Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Valentine’s Day. We also learn about the various means 

by which we can either move ourselves or commodities from one place to another. Through our units, students learn 

about their existence and that of others on Earth, as well as how to take care of the Earth itself. 

K5 
Kindergarten Social Studies starts with the understanding of rules, responsibility for actions, and decision making in 

the context of the group setting to be a good citizen. Students then learn that many workers help us every day, as 

well as about jobs of today and jobs long ago. They learn about different kinds of land and water and how to read a 

simple map. Furthermore, they learn how to read the calendar and recognize the ways things change over time. 

Lastly, students learn about history as it relates to events, people, and places of the other times. 

Grade 1 
In grade 1, students study themselves as citizens in our world. We start the year by understanding how communities 

develop rules together, so they can live and peace and respect one another. From this, we talk about how there are 

several cultures in our world. We can learn from these cultures and should appreciate differences. Students also talk 

about how the world has changed from the past and will change in the future. Students create timelines and read and 

draw maps. By the end of first grade, students understand how communities work and how they fit into it, starting 

with their family and going out further into the world. 

 
Grade 2 
In Grade 2, students start the year by learning about local community and their rights and responsibilities as citizens. 

They learn about leaders who run the country and the process of electing a President. Students learn about the 

history of the United States and how different cultures formed the communities there. We also study changes in 

transportation, communication, and farming and students compare their local community to communities in the USA. 

Throughout the year, students practice reading graphs, calendars, timelines, and maps. Students acquire map reading 

skills and use parts of the map to answer questions related to absolute and relative locations. They discover different 

landforms and water bodies on maps. Students finally find about natural resources and how they are used by 

humans. 
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Grade 3 
In grade 3, students expand their study of the world around them by learning about their local community (Douala) 

and one other community elsewhere in the world. Students use these two communities as a lens to explore different 

points of view and how things have changed over time. They compare and contrast cultural characteristics and how 

they meet human needs, and examine how families, institutions, and sociological circumstances influence people and 

meet people’s wants and needs within different cultures.  Students also examine people’s rights, roles and 

responsibilities in communities. They learn about leaders, and read and discuss folktales, myths and legends from 

different cultures. They use maps and globes to generate and interpret information about their communities. They 

learn about how different types of resources are generated, cultivated and used, and study the functions and impacts 

of tools and techniques in their communities. 

Grade 4 
At the beginning of the year in Grade 4, we start learning about communities, landforms, longitudes and Latitudes. 

When learning about communities, Grade 4 students understand and develop social skills, reinforce concepts on how 

to interact and help a community as they learn about kinds of communities and characteristics of each community. As 

the year progresses they start deepening their knowledge of the host country Cameroon. They share experiences, 

work in groups on projects and develop sound knowledge of Cameroon’s regions, socio-political changes that affect 

the society, culture, rights, roles and responsibilities of a citizen. Students develop and practice taking notes, 

Comprehension, and reading skills. 

Grade 5 
Grade 5 students are study the Early Modern Period of history, between the 1500s to the 1800s. Students locate the 

period of study from a historical timeline and start their study of this time period with the Renaissance and 

Reformation. Students learn about great explorers, their reasons for their exploration and the regions they explored. 

Students research powerful kings and queens during this time period, their reign and accomplishments. They look at 

the reasons for acquiring colonies in the Americas and Africa and the impact of slave trade in Africa. Students also 

learn about changes in the Western world like the limits on monarchs, the enlightenment, revolutions (industrial and 

political) and imperialism. 

 

Upper School Social Studies Descriptions 
The Social Studies program is designed to meet the developmental and educational needs of students through the 

study of history, geography, culture, and other topics in the social sciences. In the high school, the AP courses are 

rigorous, university-level classes. Due to the size of our school not all AP classes are offered each year. Rotating AP 

classes allows ASD to broaden its range of classes to provide a more enriching college preparatory experience. 

Grade 6 Social Studies 
This course covers the study of the Eastern Hemisphere.  Areas of study include tools of geography, climates and 

ecosystems, human-environment interaction, economics, population and movement, culture, government, 

citizenship, and tools of history.  Student learning is assessed through written assignments, exams, projects, class 

discussions, group activities and research. 
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Grade 7 Social Studies 
This course covers the history of the first European exploration and settlement of North America all the way up to the 

War Between the States (American Civil War) in the 1860’s. The course content includes chapter section quizzes and 

exams. Students will participate in group activities and conduct projects related to the topic of the time.  

Grade 8 World History 
This course covers early European and Asian history beginning with medieval societies, progressing through the 

Renaissance and Reformation period, and ending with the Civilizations of the Americas. Course content will include 

chapter section quizzes and exams. Students will participate in group activities and conduct projects related to the 

topic of the time. 

Grade 9 World Geography 
This course covers a wide range of subject matter. The year begins with the chapter titled “Exploring Geography” and 

progresses through “Climates and Ecosystems” and “Population and Cultures”. From there the course will cover 

sections on Canada, Central Western Europe, Mediterranean Europe, Russia, China, North and West central Africa, 

ending with the Pacific World and Antarctica. The course content will include chapter section quizzes and exams. 

Students will participate in group activities and conduct projects related to the topic of the time.  

Grade 10 World History 
The course begins with the period known as The Industrial Revolution (1600-1901) and progresses through the time 

of World War II. During the year, the course will be augmented with current event topics and issues. Course content 

will include chapter section quizzes and exams. Students will participate in group activities and conduct projects 

related to the topic of the time. 

Grade 11 United States History 
Students will cover the history of the United States; from the early colonies, Revolutionary War, and the creation of 

the Constitution, to causes of the Civil War, the Industrial Revolution, and contemporary issues affecting the United 

States, such as politics and the economy. They should be able to explain how the Constitution became a model used 

by other subsequent independent nations, and be able to describe the cause and effect relationship between major 

American events. 

Grade 11/12 Psychology 
This course is the study of animal and human behavior and the factors behind it.  During this class students will be 

able to identify major psychologists and their contributions to the field of psychology.  They will be able to 

differentiate between the major theories presented by each psychologist.  They will review animal experiments and 

how they contributed to the greater understanding of humans. 

Additionally, students will be able to explain heredity and environment and their impact on Human Development.  

They will identify the major stages of personal development and individual problems that are encountered in each 

stage and factors that affect personality development.  Students will also be able to identify causes of psychological 

disorders and different coping mechanisms in promoting a healthy self.  Assignments will include lectures, readings, 

observation practices, group work, projects and assessments. 
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Grade 11/ 12 Advanced Placement Macro- and Microeconomics 
The macroeconomics semester of this course places particular emphasis on the study of national income and price-

level determination, and also develops students’ familiarity with economic performance measures, the financial 

sector, stabilization policies, economic growth, and international economics. The microeconomics section aims to give 

students a thorough understanding of the principles of economics that apply to the functions of individual decision 

makers, both consumers and producers, within the economic system. It places primary emphasis on the nature and 

functions of product markets and includes the study of factor markets and of the role of government in promoting 

greater efficiency and equity in the economy.  

Grade 11/ 12 Advanced Placement Comparative Politics  
This course introduces students to the many differing political systems around the world.  The class uses a 

comparative approach to examine the political structures, policies, and the political, economic and social challenges 

among six countries; Great Britain, Mexico, Russia, Iran, China and Nigeria.  Students will also examine how different 

governments solve similar problems by comparing the effectiveness of approaches to many global issues. 

Grade 11/ 12 Advanced Placement United States History 
This course examines the evolution of the American republic from the initial European incursions into North America 

to the present.  Our investigation of the nature of American democracy includes methods, evidence, and scholarship 

from the areas of social, political, economic, cultural, and diplomatic history.  The ultimate goal of this course is 

preparation for the AP Exam in the spring.  Through this course, students will be provided with content, practical 

knowledge of U.S. History, practice in critical thinking activities, and experience in effective writing techniques that 

will better prepare them for not only the AP Exam but also their future educational goals.  This will be a very rigorous 

course, but it will be enjoyable.  Hard work and dedication will be essential to success. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES STANDARDS 
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Standards Defined 
The K–12 standards on the following pages define what students should understand and be able to do by the end of 

each grade. As AERO standards are designed for international schools around the world, specific content is omitted in 

the standards themselves to be created by the individual school. Specific ASD content can be found in the school’s 

Scope and Sequence documents. 

The curriculum is covered by the following eight standards. Each standard is accompanied by a number of 

benchmarks and performance indicators. 

 Standard 1 (Time, Continuity, and Change) Students will understand patterns of change and continuity, 
relationships between people and events through time, and various interpretations of these relationships. 

 Standard 2 (Connections and Conflict) Students will understand causes and effects of interaction among 
societies, including trade, systems of international exchange, war, and diplomacy. 

 Standard 3 (Geography) Students will understand the interactions and relationship between human societies 
and their physical environment. 

 Standard 4 (Culture) Students will understand cultural and intellectual developments and interactions among 
societies. 

 Standard 5 (Society and Identity) Students will understand social systems and structures and how these 
influence individual. 

 Standard 6 (Government) Students will understand why societies create and adopt systems of governance 
and how they address human needs, rights, responsibilities and citizenship. 

 Standard 7 (Production, Distribution, and Consumption) Students will understand fundamental economic 
principles and ways in which economies are shaped by geographic and human factors. 

 Standard 8 (Science, Technology, and Society) Students will understand how societies have influenced and 
been influenced by scientific developments and technological developments. 

Depth of Knowledge (DOK) 
Throughout the standards, there are references to Depth of Knowledge (DOK) levels. DOK levels are a way to think 

about the content complexity rather than difficulty. The four DOK levels are as follows: 
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Level 1: Recall and Reproduction—memorizing, defining, labeling, quoting, naming 

Level 2: Basic Skills and Concepts—predicting, identifying patterns, organizing, categorizing 

Level 3: Strategic Thinking and Reasoning—differentiating, developing logical arguments, hypothesizing 

Level 4: Extended Thinking—analyzing, applying, creating, designing, applying concepts 
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Standards, Benchmarks & Indicators 
 

 

LEARNING PROGRESSION 

 

 K 
The individual and their environments 

1 
Family as context 

2 
Local community (city or town) 

Standard 1 (Time, Continuity, and Change) Students will understand patterns of change and continuity, relationships between people and events through 
time, and various interpretations of these relationships. 

Enduring Understandings 

 The past is a broad term referring to events that happened or people who lived before now. 

 The past cannot be changed. 

 Knowing about the past helps us to understand the present better. 

 The past is preserved in many ways, including in stories and in tales of folk heroes. 

Essential Questions 

 What is meant by “the past?” 

 How is the past different from the present? 

 Why is knowing about the past important? 

 How is knowledge about the past preserved? 

 1.2.a Identify stories about past events, 
people, places or situations 

1.2.b Differentiate between people, places, 
and events in the past, present and future. 

1.2.c Relate stories about past events, people, places, or 
situations to help our understanding of the past and present. 

Standard 2 (Connections and Conflict) Students will understand causes and effects of interaction among societies, including trade, systems of 
international exchange, war, and diplomacy. 
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Enduring Understandings 

 Conflict is when people disagree and they become angry or aggressive. 

 Cooperation is when people work together. 

 Conflict occurs for many reasons, but essentially because people have different wants and needs. 

 Cooperation is when people agree that they have a common goal and they work together toward that goal. 

 People can work together in many ways 
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 K 
The individual and their environments 

1 
Family as context 

2 
Local community (city or town) 

Essential Questions 

 What is conflict? 

 What is cooperation? 

 Why do groups of people have conflict? 

 Why do groups of people cooperate? 

 How can people work together? 
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2.2.a Give examples of conflict and 
cooperation among individuals and 
groups. 

2.2.b Identify and describe factors that 
contribute to cooperation and factors that 
may cause conflict. 

2.2.c Identify that some ways of dealing with 
disagreements work better than others. 

Standard 3 (Geography) Students will understand the interactions and relationship between human societies and their physical environment. 

Enduring Understandings 

 People depend on their physical environment. 

 Different physical environments influence different cultures in distinct ways. 

 People adapt their physical environments in different ways. 

 Maps and globes and geographical techniques help people to understand better their physical environment. 

 Regions typically refer to areas of the globe with common physical characteristics and which are in near proximity. 

Essential Questions 

 How can location be explained? 

 What makes one place different from another place? 

 Why does someone’s physical environment matter? 

 How can you explain where a place is located? 
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 K 
The individual and their environments 

1 
Family as context 

2 
Local community (city or town) 
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  3.2.a Describe ways in which people 
depend on the physical environment. 

3.2.b Explain the concept of location. 
 

3.2.c Use maps and graphs, tables, and diagrams to read 

and display geographic information. 
 

3.2.d Locate and distinguish between landforms. 
 

3.2.e Describe the influence of landforms and geographic 

features on human population and cultures. 
 

3.2.f Differentiate between ways in which people from 

different cultures think about and adapt to the physical 

environment. 

Standard 4 (Culture) Students will understand cultural and intellectual developments and interactions among societies. 

Enduring Understandings 

 Culture refers to the common language, norms, values, beliefs, and practices of a distinct people. 

 Culture and a belief system (religion) are closely related. 

 Culture satisfies basic human needs, such as a sense of belonging. 

 Peoples’ actions influence their culture; someone’s culture influences their actions. 

Essential Questions 

 What is culture? 

 How is it possible to distinguish between two cultures? 

 How does someone know how to behave, even when that person is not told how to? 

 How do different groups of people living in one place influence a culture? 
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4.2.a Identify regional folk heroes, stories, or 
songs that have contributed to the 
development of a region’s cultural history. 

4.2.b Describe how people in different 

types of institutions and organizations 

(e.g. families, schools, local religious 

communities, clubs, etc.) interact with 

each other. 
 

4.2.c Describe how people from different 

cultures interact with the environment, such 

as the use of resources, shelter and 

transportation. 

4.2.d Compare and contrast social environments in 

different cultures. 
 

4.2.e Describe the expectations of how to act in one’s own 

culture and compare this with behavioral expectations of 

other cultures. 

Standard 5 (Society and Identity) Students will understand social systems and structures and how these influence individuals. 
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 K 
The individual and their environments 

1 
Family as context 

2 
Local community (city or town) 

Enduring Understandings 

 Every person can be described in terms of different categories such as ethnicity, gender, and class. 

 Race, ethnicity, gender, and class influence someone’s perceptions of and reactions to the world. 

 In a society, various institutions shape and reinforce social structures and patterns. 

 “Socialization” is a process that teaches people how their society is structured. 

Essential Questions 

 How are individuals affected by different social systems? 

 How do different cultures affect people differently? 

 What institutions have the greatest impact on people? 

 Why do people from different cultures sometimes seem different? 

 What is the difference between “tolerance” and “acceptance”? 
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5.2.a Identify connections between who 

they are as a person and their place in the 

world. 
 

5.2.b Distinguish themselves as 

individuals from others. 
 

5.2.c Recognize that individual people are 

part of a group. 

5.2.d Recognize culturally and 

contextually appropriate and inappropriate 

social behavior and the impact of making 

choices about behavior. 
 

5.2.e Explain why people live in social 

groups (e.g. families, communities, and 

nation). 

5.2.f Identify roles and behaviors that people demonstrate 

when in group situations. 
 

5.2.g Identify opportunities for choice in personal identity. 

Standard 6 (Government) Students will understand why societies create and adopt systems of governance and how they address human needs, rights, 
responsibilities and citizenship. 

Enduring Understandings 

 Every person has certain rights within and responsibilities to broader society. 

 Governments are major sources of power within a society. 

 Governments have different forms; all have leaders and judicial systems and most have legislatures. 

 Governments help provide stability within a country by establishing laws and by resolving conflicts. 

Essential Questions 

 What is power? How is power gained, justified, and used? 

 How do competing interests influence how power is distributed? 

 How does government affect people’s lives? 

 What are the more important responsibilities that people have toward their government? 
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 6.2.a Identify rights and responsibilities of 

the individual in relation to his or her social 

group, including the characteristics of good 

citizens. 
 

6.2.b Identify sources and purposes of 

authority in various settings (e.g., mayor, 

chief, ruler, principal, and teacher). 

6.2.c Describe rights and responsibilities of 

the individual in relation to his or her social 

group, including the characteristics of good 

citizens. 
 

6.2.d Identify qualities that leaders need in 

order to meet their responsibilities. 
 

6.2.e Describe the impact of families and 

schools on their lives. 

6.2.f Explain rights and responsibilities of the individual in 

relation to his or her social group, including the characteristics 

of good citizens. 
 

6.2.g Explain reasons for the importance of leadership and 

service. 
 

6.2.h Identify various principles used for decision‐making 

and problem solving (fairness, cooperation, individual 

responsibility, etc.). 
 

6.2.i Describe the impact of religious institutions, 

government agencies, and civic groups on their lives. 

Standard 7 (Production, Distribution, and Consumption) Students will understand fundamental economic principles and ways in which economies are shaped by 
geographic and human factors. 

Enduring Understandings 

 People have wants and needs, which differ. 

 People have limited resources and must make decisions about what to produce or buy. 

 People engage in different economic activities and trade to acquire goods and services they do not produce themselves. 

 Trade can be local or extend around the world. 

Essential Questions 

 Why do people buy what they do? 

 Why cannot people buy whatever they want? 

 What kinds of products are made locally?  What kinds are made in other places?  How does trade work? 
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7.2.a Distinguish between needs and wants. 7.2.b Describe roles resources play in our 

daily lives. 
 

7.2.c Describe how we depend upon 

people with specialized jobs. 
 

7.2.d Distinguish between goods and 

services. 

7.2.e Explain why people make choices about how to 

satisfy wants and needs. 
 

7.2.f Identify institutions that are part of economic 

systems. 
 

7.2.g Describe how goods and services can be exchanged. 

Standard 8 (Science, Technology, and Society) Students will understand how societies have influenced and been influenced by scientific developments and 
technological developments. 

Enduring understandings 

 A tool is a material object used to make a job easier whereas a technique is a process to make a job easier. 

 Tools and techniques generally make our lives easier but sometimes can be used for harmful purposes or have harmful consequences. 

 Science is a field of knowledge that allows humans to understand the physical world. 



22  

 K 
The individual and their environments 

1 
Family as context 

2 
Local community (city or town) 

Changes in scientific knowledge and in technology can influence or change the values, beliefs, and attitudes of a society. 

Essential Questions 

 What is the difference between a tool and a technique? 

 What does the word technology mean? 

 Does technology help people? Is technology always good? 

 How do new technologies change the way people live? How they think? 
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 8.2.a 
Distinguish between "tool" and 
"technique.” 

8.2.b 
Describe examples in which tools and 
techniques have changed the lives of 
people. 

8.2.c 
Identify reasons and requirements for making tools and 
developing techniques. 
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Local community (city and town) plus one 

other community 

4 

Host Country 

5 
Early Modern History 

( 1500‐1800 CE) 

Standard 1 (Time, Continuity, and Change) Students will understand patterns of change and continuity, relationships between people and events through 
time, and various interpretations of these relationships. 
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 1.5.a Explain why people in different 
times and places view the world 
differently. 

1.5.b Describe changes in society (e.g., 

political, social, cultural). 
 

1.5.c Identify cause and effect 

relationships in history. 

1.5.d Identify and use primary and secondary sources to 
examine the past and present. 

Standard 2 (Connections and Conflict) Students will understand causes and effects of interaction among societies, including trade, systems of 
international exchange, war, and diplomacy. 
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 2.5.a Describe how wants and needs have 
implications beyond the self. 

2.5.b Explain varied causes and effects of 
conflict and cooperation among individuals, 
groups, societies and nations in the following 
categories: politics, economics, geography, 
ethnicity/race/gender, and culture. 

2.5.c Explain the major ways groups, societies, and nations 
interact with one another (e.g., trade, cultural exchanges, and 
international organizations). 

Standard 3 (Geography) Students will understand the interactions and relationship between human societies and their physical environment. 
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3.5.a Explain and use the elements of 

maps and globes. 
 

3.5.b Apply appropriate resources and 

geographic tools to generate and interpret 

information about the earth. 

3.5.c Apply concepts such as location, 

distance, direction, scale, movement and 

region. 
 

3.5.d Describe ways that the earth’s 

physical and human‐made features have 

changed over time. 

3.5.e Describe factors that influence locations of human 

populations and human migration. 
 

3.5.f Describe and explain various types and patterns of 

settlement and land use. 
 

3.5.g Identify why particular locations are used for certain 

activities. 
 

3.5.h Define regions by their human and physical 

characteristics. 

Standard 4 (Culture) Students will understand cultural and intellectual developments and interactions among societies. 
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4.5.a Compare and contrast cultural 

characteristics of different regions and 

people (e.g. use of environment and 

resources, technology, food, shelter, 

beliefs and customs, schooling, what‐is‐ 

public versus what‐is‐private, etc.). 
 

4.5.b Compare and contrast the ways that 

different cultures meet human needs and 

concerns. 
 

4.5.c Explain the main ideas in folktales, 

legends, songs, myths and stories of 

heroism that describe the history and 

traditions of various cultures. 

4.5.d Describe how cultural contributions 
from various groups have formed a national 
identity. 

4.5.e Explain the elements of culture (language, norms, 

values, beliefs, etc.). 
 

4.5.f Define the elements of a belief system (creed, code of 

behavior, rituals, community). 
 

4.5.g Examine the principle tenets of one major world 

religion. 
 

4.5.h Describe advantages and disadvantages associated 

with cultural diversity. 
 

4.5.i Examine cultural diffusion. 
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Local community (city and town) plus one 

other community 

4 
Host Country 

5 
Early Modern History 

( 1500‐1800 CE) 

Standard 5 (Society and Identity) Students will understand social systems and structures and how these influence individuals. 
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5.5.a Describe how families influence the 

individual. 
 

5.5.b Identify how sociological 

circumstances (race, ethnicity, gender, 

class, etc.) influence an individual's 

perceptions of and reactions to the world. 
 

5.5.c Compare and contrast how groups 

and cultures are similar and different in 

meeting needs and concerns of their 

members. 
 

5.5.d Describe the various forms of 

institutions (e.g., school, church, clubs, 

etc.) and how they influence the 

individual. 

5.5.e Identify and describe ways that 
ethnicity and cultures influence people's 
daily lives. 

5.5.f Identify how social systems (e.g., schools, media, 

religions, families) prescribe racial, ethnic, and gendered 

identities. 
 

5.5.g Describe socialization and opportunities for choice in 

personal identity. 
 

5.5.h Examine the difference between “acceptance” and 

“tolerance”. 

Standard 6 (Government) Students will understand why societies create and adopt systems of governance and how they address human needs, rights, 
responsibilities and citizenship. 
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6.5.a Identify issues involving rights, roles 

and responsibilities of individuals in relation 

to broader society. 
 

6.5.b Describe how political institutions 

meet needs and wants of individuals and 

society. 
 

6.5.c Identify community leaders, local 

and national government officials, and 

world leaders. 

6.5.d Identify the elements of major 

political systems (e.g., monarchy, 

democracy, constitutional monarchy, 

dictatorship). 
 

6.5.e Describe the organization and major 

responsibilities of the various levels of 

governments. 
 

6.5.f Explain what citizenship is. 
 

6.5.g Identify and describe means by 

which citizens can monitor, evaluate and 

influence actions of their government. 
 

6.5.h Describe the roles of laws, courts of 

law, and judges. 

6.5.i Compare and contrast major political systems. 
 

6.5.j Explain different strategies to resolve conflict. 

Standard 7 (Production, Distribution, and Consumption) Students will understand fundamental economic principles and ways in which economies are shaped by 
geographic and human factors. 
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7.5.a Describe characteristics, locations, 

uses, and management of renewable and 

non‐renewable resources. 
 

7.5.b Distinguish among human, natural, 

and capital resources. 

7.5.c Describe how changes in 

transportation and communication have 

affected trade and economic activities. 
 

7.5.d Explain and compare ways in which 

people satisfy their basic needs and wants 

through the production of goods and 

services. 

7.5.e Describe how trade affects the way people earn their 

living in regions of the world. 
 

7.5.f Describe changes in the division of labor from hunting 

and gathering societies to farming communities to urban 

societies. 
 

7.5.g Describe primary causes of world trade. 

Standard 8 (Science, Technology, and Society) Students will understand how societies have influenced and been influenced by scientific developments and 
technological developments. 
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8.5.a Explain the difference between 

science and technology. 
 

8.5.b Examine ways in which tools and 

techniques make certain tasks easier. 
 

8.5.c Describe ways that tools and 

techniques can have both positive and 

negative effects. 

8.5.d Describe changes in scientific 
knowledge and technology that have 
affected your host country. 

8.5.e Describe instances in which changes in values, beliefs, 
and attitudes have resulted from new scientific knowledge and 
from technological knowledge. 
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 6 
World Regions 

7 
World Regions 

8 
Nineteenth‐century 

Standard 1 (Time, Continuity, and Change) Students will understand patterns of change and continuity, relationships between people and events through 
time, and various interpretations of these relationships. 

Enduring Understandings 

 Chronology refers to a sequence of events; causality explains why events happened as they did. 

 Knowledge of the past helps to explain the present. 

 Understanding the past requires knowing the difference between fact and opinion and the ability to discern bias and point of view in historical sources, both primary 

and secondary. 

Essential Questions 

 To what degree are there patterns in historical change? 

 What is the value in examining different kinds of historical sources? 

 How can you distinguish between historical fact and historical opinion? 

 How can knowing the past help explain the present? 
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1.8.a Apply key concepts such as chronology, 

causality, and conflict to identify patterns of 

historical change. 
 

1.8.b Apply knowledge of the past to explain 

current events. 
 

1.8.c Explain the causes of significant 

historical and current political events and 

issues. 

1.8.a Apply key concepts such as chronology, causality, 

and conflict to identify patterns of historical change. 
 

1.8.b Apply knowledge of the past to explain current 

events. 
 

1.8.c Explain the causes of significant historical and 

current political events and issues. 

1.8.d Utilize primary and secondary 

sources in historical research. 
 

1.8.e Examine historical resources for a 

point of view, context, bias (including 

gender and race), distortion, or 

propaganda. 
 

1.8.f Differentiate between historical facts 

and historical interpretations. 
 

1.8.g Analyze multiple interpretations of an 

historical or current event. 
 

1.8.h Analyze quantitative data to answer 

questions about history. 

Standard 2 (Connections and Conflict) Students will understand causes and effects of interaction among societies, including trade, systems of 
international exchange, war, and diplomacy. 

Enduring Understandings 

 There are several recurring issues, such as the environment, belief systems, resource distribution, ethnicity, etc. that cause conflict between people but which can lead 

to cooperation. 

 A people’s past shapes their perceptions of and reactions to events in the present. 

 Often, tension exists between national sovereignty and global interest. 

Essential Questions 

 How can historical legacies help or hinder understanding today? 

 What is national sovereignty? 

 Are human rights genuinely universal? 
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Are human rights “real”? 
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2.8.a Explain forces that result in world 

interaction (such as those related to the 

environment, belief systems, economics, 

geography/land, ethnicity/race/gender, 

culture, and balance of power). 
 

2.8.b Explain how historical legacies have 

facilitated understanding or caused 

misunderstanding (slavery in the United 

States, Nazi Germany, etc.). 
 

2.8.c Explain how international trade and 

resource distribution can influence 

cooperation or conflict. 

2.8.a Explain forces that result in world interaction (such 

as those related to the environment, belief systems, 

economics, geography/land, ethnicity/race/gender, 

culture, and balance of power). 
 

2.8.b Explain how historical legacies have facilitated 

understanding or caused misunderstanding (slavery in 

the United States, Nazi Germany, etc.). 
 

2.8.c Explain how international trade and resource 

distribution can influence cooperation or conflict. 

2.8.d Explain tensions between national 

sovereignty and global interest. 
 

2.8.e Identify issues and standards related to 

human rights. 

Standard 3 (Geography) Students will understand the interactions and relationship between human societies and their physical environment. 

Enduring Understandings 

 Humans change environments, which can be beneficial but can also lead to many problems. 

 Populations vary in structure for both material and social reasons. 

 Environmental change in one location can affect different parts of the globe, not just the local environment. 

Essential Questions 

 Why do people change their environment? 

 Why do populations have different structures? 

 What is the difference between a material factor and a social factor when analyzing social structure? 

 Why is changing a local environment not just a local issue? 
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3.8.a Use appropriate data sources and tools to 

generate, manipulate, and interpret geographic 

information such as the location of, size of, and 

distances between places. 
 

3.8.b Describe social effects of environmental 

changes and crises resulting from natural 

phenomena. 
 

3.8.c Explain voluntary and involuntary 

migration and its effects on the physical and 

human characteristics of a place. 
 

3.8.d Evaluate conventional and alternative 

uses of land and water resources in the 

community, region and beyond. 
 

3.8.e Describe ways that human events have 

influenced, and been influenced by, physical 

and human geographic conditions in local, 

regional, national, and global settings. 
 

3.8.f Analyze the structure and characteristics of 

different populations and population patterns. 

3.8.a Use appropriate data sources and tools to 

generate, manipulate, and interpret geographic 

information such as the location of, size of, and 

distances between places. 
 

3.8.b Describe social effects of environmental changes 

and crises resulting from natural phenomena. 
 

3.8.c Explain voluntary and involuntary migration 

and its effects on the physical and human 

characteristics of a place. 
 

3.8.d Evaluate conventional and alternative uses of 

land and water resources in the community, region 

and beyond. 
 

3.8.e Describe ways that human events have 

influenced, and been influenced by, physical and 

human geographic conditions in local, regional, 

national, and global settings. 
 

3.8.f Analyze the structure and characteristics of 

different populations and population patterns. 

3.8.g Analyze the structure and 

characteristics of a population over time. 
 

3.8.h Identify and explain how changes 

people make in the physical environment in 

one place can cause changes in other places. 
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Standard 4 (Culture) Students will understand cultural and intellectual developments and interactions among societies. 

Enduring Understandings 

 All cultures have norms and taboos. 

 Cultures are pressured to change and have mechanisms to resist change. 

 Cultures often have internal differences (sub‐cultures). 

 Globalization is changing cultures but also generating resistance to cultural change, thus strengthening cultures. 

Essential Questions 

 How do taboos originate? 

 What are the consequences of violating a taboo? 

 What forces pressure a culture to change? 

 How do societies preserve their cultures? 

 Do artistic movements shape values or do social values determine artistic movements? 
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4.8.a Examine the interaction between people 

and the environment and understand how people 

both shape and are shaped by the environment 

that they live in. 
 

4.8.b Explain behavioral norms and taboos in 

different cultures. 
 

4.8.c Analyze ways that people have 

maintained their traditions and resisted 

external challenges (e.g. wars, generational 

gaps, migration patterns, or globalization). 
 

4.8.d Explain the influence different cultural 

or ethnic groups living in the same society 

have had on one another. 
 

4.8.e Evaluate the impact of globalization on 

different cultures and populations. 
 

4.8.f Examine the major religions of the world 

in terms of their beliefs, rituals and sacred texts. 

4.8.a Examine the interaction between people and the 

environment and understand how people both shape and 

are shaped by the environment that they live in. 
 

4.8.b Explain behavioral norms and taboos in 

different cultures. 
 

4.8.c Analyze ways that people have maintained their 

traditions and resisted external challenges (e.g. wars, 

generational gaps, migration patterns, or globalization). 
 

4.8.d Explain the influence different cultural or ethnic 

groups living in the same society have had on one 

another. 
 

4.8.e Evaluate the impact of globalization on different 

cultures and populations. 
 

4.8.f Examine the major religions of the world in 

terms of their beliefs, rituals and sacred texts. 

4.8.g Analyze how a major movement in 
literature, music, and the visual arts 
influenced social values. 
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Standard 5 (Society and Identity) Students will understand social systems and structures and how these influence individuals. 

Enduring Understandings 

 An individual’s identity and behavior are shaped by many forces, especially their culture’s attitudes, values, and beliefs. 

 Individuals conform to society and are pressured to conform, but they can also resist the pressure to some degree. 

 Stereotypes are psychologically necessary but are often misleading. 

 Socialization is a process that all individuals experience and which strongly influences someone’s identity. 

Essential Questions 

 What makes you who you are? 

 Why are people from the same culture so much alike in values, beliefs, and behaviors? 

 Why and how can someone be different from others in their culture? Are there consequences for being different? Are there rewards? 

 Why is it hard to shed your culture’s values and beliefs? 
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5.8.a Explain how cultural attitudes, values, 

and beliefs influence personal behavior and 

the development of personal identity. 
 

5.8.b Describe how sociological circumstances 

(race, ethnicity, gender, class, etc.) influence an 

individual's perceptions of and reactions to the 

world. 
 

5.8.c Recognize the foundations of one's own 

and others' viewpoints. 
 

5.8.d Understand the impact of conformity, and 

non‐conformity on individuals and groups. 
 

5.8.e Analyze the accuracies and inaccuracies 

of stereotyping (race, ethnicity, gender, class, 

etc.). 
 

5.8.f Examine how socialization influences 

choice in personal identity. 

5.8.a Explain how cultural attitudes, values, and 

beliefs influence personal behavior and the 

development of personal identity. 
 

5.8.b Describe how sociological circumstances (race, 

ethnicity, gender, class, etc.) influence an individual's 

perceptions of and reactions to the world. 
 

5.8.c Recognize the foundations of one's own and 

others' viewpoints. 
 

5.8.d Understand the impact of conformity, and non‐ 

conformity on individuals and groups. 
 

5.8.e Analyze the accuracies and inaccuracies of 

stereotyping (race, ethnicity, gender, class, etc.). 
 

5.8.f Examine how socialization influences choice in 

personal identity. 
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Standard 6 (Government) Students will understand why societies create and adopt systems of governance and how they address human needs, rights, 
responsibilities and citizenship. 

Enduring Understandings 

 Different types of governments have different strengths and weaknesses. 

 In all societies, a relationship exists between the individual and the general welfare; governments and different branches of government play a role in 

mediating between the individual and the general welfare. 

 Public agendas are sometimes set formally but equally powerful is the general will of the people. 

 Many people today believe that there are universal rights, even though societies do not fully agree on what they are. 

 The modern concept of universal rights originated in the European Enlightenment and in the Glorious Revolution of 1688, the American Revolution of 1776, and the 

French Revolution of 1789. 

Essential Questions 

 What is the best form of government? 

 When is government best suited to resolving conflicts? What types of conflict is government poorly suited to resolve or should not try to resolve? 

 What responsibilities do people have to the general welfare? What rights do they have? 

 Are universal rights really “universal”? 

 What is citizenship? 



36  

 6 
World Regions 

7 
World Regions 

8 
Nineteenth‐century 

P
E

R
F

O
R

M
A

N
C

E
 

IN
D

IC
A

T
O

R
S

 

6.8.a Explain and analyze strengths and 

weaknesses of various kinds of governance 

systems in terms of the purposes they are 

designed to serve. 
 

6.8.b Explain how different types of 

government acquire, use, and justify power. 
 

6.8.c Describe major issues involving rights, 

responsibilities, roles, and status of the 

individual in relation to the general welfare. 
 

6.8.d Know functions and responsibilities of 

government leaders and public servants. 
 

6.8.e Explain how public agendas are set and 

shaped. 
 

6.8.f Define citizenship in terms of its legal and 

political status and criteria used to grant 

naturalized citizenship. 
 

6.8.g Describe important documentary sources 

of human rights, including the English Bill of 

Rights, the Declaration of Independence, the 

Declaration of Rights of man and Citizen, and the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
 

6.8.h Analyze effects of participation in civic 

and political life (boycotts, civil disobedience, 

etc.) 
 

6.8.i Explain the role of judicial systems in 

local, national, and international contexts. 
 

6.8.j 
Analyze examples of the use of various 
strategies to resolve conflict. 

6.8.a Explain and analyze strengths and weaknesses of 

various kinds of governance systems in terms of the 

purposes they are designed to serve. 
 

6.8.b Explain how different types of government 

acquire, use, and justify power. 
 

6.8.c Describe major issues involving rights, 

responsibilities, roles, and status of the individual in 

relation to the general welfare. 
 

6.8.d Know functions and responsibilities of 

government leaders and public servants. 
 

6.8.e Explain how public agendas are set and shaped. 
 

6.8.f Define citizenship in terms of its legal and 

political status and criteria used to grant naturalized 

citizenship. 
 

6.8.g Describe important documentary sources of 

human rights, including the English Bill of Rights, the 

Declaration of Independence, the Declaration of Rights 

of man and Citizen, and the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights. 
 

6.8.h Analyze effects of participation in civic and 

political life (boycotts, civil disobedience, etc.) 
 

6.8.i Explain the role of judicial systems in local, 

national, and international contexts. 
 

6.8.j 
Analyze examples of the use of various strategies to 
resolve conflict. 

6.8.g Describe important documentary 
sources of human rights, including the 
English Bill of Rights, the Declaration of 
Independence, the Declaration of Rights of 
man and Citizen, and the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. 
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Standard 7 (Production, Distribution, and Consumption) Students will understand fundamental economic principles and ways in which economies are shaped by 
geographic and human factors. 

Enduring Understandings 

 Environmental changes and natural phenomenon have economic influences. 

 People often migrate for economic reasons. 

 Today, many people are developing new ways to acquire and use resources that are less environmentally damaging than conventional methods. 

 Governments can allocate resources. Markets can as well. Most people today believe that markets are a more effective means than governments. 

Essential Questions 

 What impact does environmental change or natural phenomena have on economic systems and economies? 

 Why are people seeking new “sustainable” means for acquiring and using resources? 

 What are the merits of governmental allocation of resources? What the merits of market‐determined allocation of resources? 
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7.8.a Describe economic effects of 
environmental changes and crises resulting 
from natural phenomena. 

 

7.8 b Explain economic reasons for voluntary 

migration. 
 

7.8.c Evaluate conventional and alternative 

uses of resources. 
 

7.8.d Describe historical and contemporary 

economic systems. 
 

7.8.e Explain primary causes of world trade. 
 

7.8.f Describe global patterns of resource 

distribution and use. 
 

7.8.g Explain how governments and markets 

allocate limited resources among competing 

wants and needs. 

7.8.a Describe economic effects of environmental 
changes and crises resulting from natural phenomena. 

 

7.8 b Explain economic reasons for voluntary 

migration. 
 

7.8.c Evaluate conventional and alternative uses of 

resources. 
 

7.8.d Describe historical and contemporary economic 

systems. 
 

7.8.e Explain primary causes of world trade. 
 

7.8.f Describe global patterns of resource distribution 

and use. 
 

7.8.g Explain how governments and markets allocate 

limited resources among competing wants and needs. 

 

Standard 8 (Science, Technology, and Society) Students will understand how societies have influenced and been influenced by scientific developments and 
technological developments. 

Enduring Understandings 

 Social factors have a significant influence on the impact of a technology on a society. 

 Adoption of new technologies often has significant consequences on a society or societies, including on the balance of power within or between societies, and 

sometimes require changes in laws and role of government. 

 Technologies often have unintended consequences. 
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“Pace of change” refers to the frequency of changes within a society, often driven by technological forces. 

Essential Questions 

 Why do new technologies produce different outcomes in different societies? 

 How can a new technology change the balance of power within a society or between societies? 

 Should societies outlaw certain new technologies? 

 How does adoption of a new technology often lead to other new technologies? 
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8.8.a Explain prerequisites for the adoption of a 

particular technology (social need, social 

resources, cultural attitude, etc.). 
 

8.8.b Describe the process whereby adoption of 

scientific knowledge and use of technologies 

influence cultures, the environment, economies, 

and balance of power. 
 

8.8.c Evaluate the need for laws and policies to 

govern technological applications. 
 

8.8.d Describe how technologies might have 

effects and uses other than those intended. 
 

8.8.e Explain the concept "pace of change." 

8.8.a Explain prerequisites for the adoption of a 

particular technology (social need, social resources, 

cultural attitude, etc.). 
 

8.8.b Describe the process whereby adoption of 

scientific knowledge and use of technologies influence 

cultures, the environment, economies, and balance of 

power. 
 

8.8.c Evaluate the need for laws and policies to 

govern technological applications. 
 

8.8.d Describe how technologies might have effects 

and uses other than those intended. 
 

8.8.e Explain the concept "pace of change." 

 

 

 

 9 
World History 

(origins to 1500 CE) 

10 
World History (1500 

CE to Present) 

11 
United States History 

12 
Government 

Standard 1 (Time, Continuity, and Change) Students will understand patterns of change and continuity, relationships between 
people and events through time, and various interpretations of these relationships. 

 

Enduring Understandings 

 Examination of peoples, places, and events in historical contexts enhances understanding of them, as the meaning and importance of events often shifts 

according to the chronological perspective through which they are considered. 

 Many societies, cultures, and places reveal enduring practices, patterns, and habits; often, apparent change is merely nominal or superficial. 

 Historical change, generally the key feature of the study of history, stems from causes that disrupt or modify patterns of continuity. 

 Individuals are both shaped by and shape patterns of continuity and of change. 
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Essential Questions 

 To what degree does understanding of an event change when it is considered in different chronological contexts? 

 Why do civilizations and societies reveal long‐term enduring patterns in culture, social structure, and governance? 

 Which types of forces or events bring about genuine historical change, that is, which genuinely disrupt patterns of continuity? 

 What roles do individuals play in historical change? 
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1.12.a Identify and evaluate long‐ 

term changes, enduring influences, 

and recurring patterns in world 

history. 
 

1.12.b Compare models for 

organizing history into periods 

(periodization). 
 

1.12.c Interpret graphic 

presentation of quantitative data. 

1.12.a Identify and evaluate long‐ 

term changes, enduring influences, 

and recurring patterns in world 

history. 
 

1.12.b Compare models for 

organizing history into periods 

(periodization). 
 

1.12.c Interpret graphic 

presentation of quantitative data. 
 

1.12.d Analyze the impact of 

revolution on politics, economies, 

and societies. 
 

1.12.e Analyze how ideals and 

institutions of freedom, equality, 

justice, and citizenship have 

changed over time and from one 

society to another. 

1.12.f Perform analyses of 
quantitative historical data. 

1.12.g Evaluate historians' 
interpretations of the past using a 
variety of sources. 

Standard 2 (Connections and Conflict) Students will understand causes and effects of interaction among societies, 
including trade, systems of international exchange, war, and diplomacy. 
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Essential Questions 

 Why do societies trade? 

 Why do they wage war? 

 To what degree do formal protocols of trade, conflict, and conflict resolution control interactions between societies? 

 Why, in modern society, is it ever harder to determine who a society’s enemies or allies are? 
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2.12.a Analyze the causes and 

effects of alliances and 

multinational organizations. 
 

2.12.b Analyze how cooperation 

and conflict influence political, 

economic, and social conditions. 
 

2.12.c Evaluate efforts to resolve 

conflict within and among nations. 
 

2.12.d Analyze how trade has 

contributed to cooperation and 

conflict. 

2.12.e Analyze the causes and 

effects of alliances and 

multinational organizations. 
 

2.12.f Evaluate the effectiveness of 

international organizations. 
 

2.12.g Analyze how cooperation 

and conflict influence political, 

economic, and social conditions. 
 

2.12.h Evaluate efforts to resolve 

conflict within and among nations. 
 

2.12.i Analyze effects of differing 

national foreign policy positions on 

international competition and 

cooperation. 
 

2.12.j Analyze effects of conflict on 

national unity. 
 

2.12.k Analyze how trade has 

contributed to cooperation and 

conflict. 
 

2.12.l Explain how powerful 

entities, such as countries, 

corporations, and religious 

institutions, have influenced 

conflicts and cooperation in the 

world. 
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Standard 3 (Geography) Students will understand the interactions and relationship between human societies and their 
physical environment. 

 

Enduring Understandings 

 Location can be absolute or relative. 

 Places have characteristics that can take many forms, including physical or cultural features that make them different from other places. 

 Humans adapt and change the environment while depending upon it. 

 Humans divide the earth into regions, which are defined in many ways. 

 People, material goods, and ideas move and help shape the world. 

Essential Questions 

 Which is more powerful, humans’ impact on an environment or an environment’s impact on humans? 

 Are regions “real” or constructions made by humans to facilitate the study of geography? 

 How does the movement of people, material goods, and ideas influence geography? 

 How does geography influence lifestyle and point of view? 

 How do geography, climate, and natural resources affect the way people live and work? 
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3.12.a Discuss how the physical 

environment contributes to the 

development of distinct cultures. 
 

3.12.b Use spatial models to 

investigate relationships between 

places and patterns of settlement 

and human interaction. 
 

3.12.c Explain how social, cultural, 

political and economic factors shape 

and are shaped by the physical 

environment. 
 

3.12.d Evaluate the impact of 

migration on the structure of 

societies. 
 

3.12.e Evaluate the relationship 

between human societies and the 

environment; e.g. agricultural 

productivity, improved water 

transport (river locks), electric 

power; global warming, pollution, 

natural disasters, etc. 
 

3.12.f Analyze geographical factors 

(such as natural resources, 

environment) that contribute to 

cooperation or conflict between 

human societies. 

3.12.a Discuss how the physical 

environment contributes to the 

development of distinct cultures. 
 

3.12.b Use spatial models to 

investigate relationships between 

places and patterns of settlement 

and human interaction. 
 

3.12.c Explain how social, cultural, 

political and economic factors shape 

and are shaped by the physical 

environment. 
 

3.12.d Evaluate the impact of 

migration on the structure of 

societies. 
 

3.12.e Evaluate the relationship 

between human societies and the 

environment; e.g. agricultural 

productivity, improved water 

transport (river locks), electric 

power; global warming, pollution, 

natural disasters, etc. 
 

3.12.f Analyze geographical factors 

(such as natural resources, 

environment) that contribute to 

cooperation or conflict between 

human societies. 
 

3.12.g Assess the impact of cultural 

diffusion (globalization) on societies 

in different parts of the world. 
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Standard 4 (Culture) Students will understand cultural and intellectual developments and interactions among societies.  

Enduring Understandings 

 Culture is the shared patterns of behaviors and interactions (language, norms, values, beliefs, etc.), ways of thinking, and emotional patterns. 

 Different cultures vary in many respects, from the very obvious to many subtleties. 

 Culture can be both a unifying and divisive force in societies. 

 Culture helps people to make sense of the world. 

 Cultures change over time. 

 Belief systems and cultures dovetail and generally are mutually reinforcing. 

Essential Questions 

 Why do people live together and form societies? 

 Is culture “real?” 

 How does someone’s culture influence how they understand the world? 

 What happens when people, material goods, and ideas from different cultures come together? 

 To what degree does an individual have autonomy from their culture? 

 Why do cultures change? 
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4.12.a Analyze sources and 

characteristics of cultural, religious, 

and social reform movements. 
 

4.12.b Analyze how art, literature, 

and traditional customs both shape 

and are shaped by society. 
 

4.12.c Compare the development of 

Greco‐Roman philosophy and science 

to the development of ethical 

monotheism, transcendental religion, 

and ancient eastern philosophies. 
 

4.12.d Examine how certain texts 

came to be viewed as sacred. 
 

4.12.e Examine syncretism, 

acculturation, and assimilation in 

the context of belief systems and 

culture. 

4.12.a Analyze sources and 

characteristics of cultural, religious, 

and social reform movements. 
 

4.12.b Analyze how art, literature, 

and traditional customs both shape 

and are shaped by society. 
 

4.12.f Examine the historic tension 

between science and religion. 
 

4.12.g Explain the origins and 

diffusion of modern science. 
 

4.12.h Explain the developments 

that have weakened confidence in 

modern science (World War I, 

nuclear weapons, environmental 

degradation, post‐modern 

philosophy of science, etc.). 
 

4.12.i Examine syncretism, 

acculturation, and assimilation in 

the context of belief systems and 

culture. 
 

4.12.j Evaluate religious 

characteristics (creed, code of 

behavior, rituals, community) of non‐

religious belief systems (e.g. 

communalism, patriotism, activism, 

and consumerism). 
 

4.12.k. Examine the epistemological 
complexities of the post‐modern age. 

 4.12.k Examine the 
epistemological complexities of 
the post‐modern age. 
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Standard 5 (Society and Identity) Students will understand social systems and structures and how these influence 
individuals. 

 

Enduring Understandings 

 Different societies have different social structures and degrees of social stratification. 

 Social groups can be defined in a variety of ways, including race, ethnicity, class, and gender. 

 Individuals are socialized according to their society’s understandings of race, ethnicity, class, gender and other social groupings. 

 Individuals have some choice in the face of social expectations and norms. 

Essential questions 

 How does society organize itself? 

 What is a social group? 

 Why do people generally accept as “real” a society’s social groupings? 

 To what degree can individuals differ with social expectations?  What are the rewards for doing so? What are the penalties? 
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5.12.a Explain how sociological 

circumstances (race, ethnicity, 

gender, class, etc.) influence an 

individual's perceptions of and 

reactions to the world. 
 

5.12.b Analyze the socialization of 

individuals by groups, 

organizations, and institutions. 
 

5.12.c Examine why cultural 

definitions of gender identity persist 

and are resistant to change. 
 

5.12.d Examine how many cultures 

reflect and reinforce oppositional 

ideas of gender (e.g., hard and soft, 

strong and weak, "sun" and "moon"). 
 

5.12.e Evaluate circumstances and 

consequences that arise from 

differences between cultural norms 

and personal gender identity and/or 

sexual orientation. 

5.12.f Discuss the limits of 
socialization and the power of 
choice in personal identity. 

  

Standard 6 (Government) Students will understand why societies create and adopt systems of governance and how they 
address human needs, rights, responsibilities and citizenship. 
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Enduring Understandings 

 The scope, structure, and philosophy of governments vary considerably, some based upon constitutions, civic rights and responsibilities, and the rule of law; others on 

different principles. 

 National governments have major responsibilities for shaping domestic policy and for directing foreign policy. 

 Governments are financed through taxation and make decisions about how to allocate those resources. 

 The world is organized into nations, which interact with each other through trade, diplomacy, and war. 

 
Essential Questions 

 Are democratic governments and those based upon constitutions, civic rights and responsibilities, and the rule of law universally the “best” form of 

government? 

 What constrains national governments when shaping domestic policy and directing foreign policy? 

 What is the best way for governments to tax its citizens or subjects? 

 How are governments established, maintained, and changed? What happens in the absence of government? 

 Is the era of nation‐states over? 
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 6.12.a Explain the roots of and 

historical development of 

contemporary political systems. 
 

6.12.b Evaluate strengths and 

weaknesses of various kinds of 

political philosophies and 

ideologies. 
 

6.12.c Evaluate issues regarding 

distribution of powers and 

responsibilities within political 

systems. 
 

6.12.d Evaluate the role of law and 

order in political systems. 
 

6.12.e Evaluate how groups and 

institutions work to meet individual 

needs and address necessary social 

changes. 

 6.12.f Analyze how and why 

political institutions distribute 

benefits and burdens. 
 

6.12.g Describe major 

responsibilities of political 

institutions for domestic and 

foreign policy. 
 

6.12.h Examine the wide range of 

influences on policy makers. 
 

6.12.i Evaluate various means of 

achieving specific political 

objectives. 
 

6.12.j Discuss the significance of 

shared political and civic beliefs 

and values, and of economic 

prosperity, to the preservation of 

political organization. 
 

6.12.k Examine the role of 

voluntary, community and non‐ 

governmental groups in society 

and their relationship to the 

functions of political 

organizations. 
 

6.12.l Evaluate functions and 

responsibilities of, and challenges 

to, leadership. 
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    6.12.m Compare and contrast the 

role of citizens in various forms of 

governance. 
 

6.12.n Evaluate various ways 

different societies provide the 

judiciary function. 

Standard 7 (Production, Distribution, and Consumption) Students will understand fundamental economic principles and 
ways in which economies are shaped by geographic and human factors. 

 

Enduring Understandings 

 Scarcity of the factors of production plays a major role in economic decisions about what to produce and for whom. 

 The laws of supply and demand influence prices and production within an economy. 

 Market structures and business organizations vary, some encouraging and some restricting competition. 

 Since antiquity, many factors, including geography, transportation, communication, government policy and culture, have influenced patterns of trade. 

Essential questions 

 Why are all humans’ economic needs not met or satisfied? 

 To what extent do the laws of supply and demand shape economic activity? 

 Can an economy be both highly productive and genuinely fair in the distribution of goods and services? 

 Why do people trade and how does trade influence peoples’ lives? 
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7.12.a Explain examples of 

historical change by applying 

fundamental economic concepts 

(scarcity, opportunity cost, 

productivity, etc.). 
 

7.12.b Explain patterns of trade 

from ancient times to the present. 
 

7.12.c Analyze ways in which trade 

has contributed to change in selected 

societies or civilizations. 

7.12.a Explain examples of 

historical change by applying 

fundamental economic concepts 

(scarcity, opportunity cost, 

productivity, etc.). 
 

7.12.b Explain patterns of trade 

from ancient times to the present. 
 

7.12.c Analyze ways in which trade 

has contributed to change in selected 

societies or civilizations. 
 

7.12.d Explain the major economic 

systems 
 

7.12.e Analyze and evaluate 

economic issues from a 

geographical point of view. 
 

7.12.f Describe reciprocal influences 

of changes in transportation and 

communication and changes in trade 

and economic activities. 

7.12.g Evaluate the major 
economic systems. 

7.12.g Evaluate the major economic 
systems. 

Standard 8 (Science, Technology, and Society) Students will understand how societies have influenced and been 
influenced by scientific developments and technological developments. 

 

Enduring understandings 

 Science and technology are two distinct domains of human activity, which in the modern era have had an increasingly significant reciprocal relationship. 

 Modern scientific developments and modern technological developments have amplified the results of human activity, both enhancing human productivity and 

achievement but also enhancing humans’ capacity for destruction and harm. 

 Social and other factors determine the efficacy of particular technologies in particular settings. 

 Scientific developments and technological developments raise social, ethical, moral, religious, and legal issues. 
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Essential questions 

 Is contemporary human life better or worse off because of modern scientific developments and because of modern technological developments? 

 What role do social factors play in the impact of new technologies? 

 Do scientific developments and technological developments create new social, ethical, moral, religious, and legal issues or do they amplify existing social, 

ethical, moral, religious, and legal issues? 
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8.12.a Analyze effects of technology 

on the diffusion of culture and the 

preservation of cultural identity. 
 

8.12.b Describe how values, beliefs, 

and attitudes have influenced and 

been influenced by scientific 

knowledge and technological 

knowledge. 
 

8.12.c Analyze instances in which 

economic conditions have 

influenced and been influenced by 

scientific developments and 

technological developments. 

8.12.d Explain how different socio‐ 

economic groups within a culture 

may react differently to technological 

innovation. 
 

8.12.e Analyze effects of technology 

on the diffusion of culture and the 

preservation of cultural identity. 
 

8.12.f Examine historical and current 

influences of modern science on 

technological innovation. 
 

8.12.g Examine the principal 

contemporary contexts of 

technological innovation and 

scientific research (commercial and 

military) and the implications of 

these contexts. 
 

8.12.h Explain causes and 

consequences of the diffusion of the 

autocatalytic process of technological 

innovation. 
 

8.12.i Describe how values, beliefs, 

and attitudes have influenced and 

been influenced by scientific 

knowledge and technological 

knowledge. 
 

8.12.j Analyze instances in which 

economic conditions have 

influenced and been influenced by 

scientific developments and 

technological developments. 

8.12.g Examine the principal 
contemporary contexts of 
technological innovation and 
scientific research (commercial and 
military) and the implications of 
these contexts. 

8.12.k Examine the meaning and 

ambiguity of the word 

"technology." 
 

8.12.l Evaluate whether changing 

technologies create new ethical 

dilemmas or make existing ethical 

dilemmas more acute. 
 

8.12.m Discuss whether 

confidence in modern science is 

growing or decreasing. 
 

8.12.n Analyze social, moral, 

ethical, religious, and legal issues 

arising from technological 

developments and scientific 

developments. 
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STANDARDS AND PERFORMANCE INDICATORS (BENCHMARKS) 

 

Standard 1. (Time, Continuity, and Change) Students will understand patterns of change and continuity, 
relationships between people and events through time, and various interpretations of these relationships. 

 
By the end of grade 2: 
1.2.a. Identify stories about past events, people, places or situations. 

 

1.2.b. Differentiate between people, places, and events in the past, present and future. 

 
1.2.c. Relate stories about past events, people, places, or situations to help our understanding of the past and present. 

 

By the end of grade 5: 
1.5.a. Explain why people in different times and places view the world differently. 

 
1.5.b. Describe changes in society (e.g., political, social, cultural). 

 

1.5.c. Identify cause and effect relationships in history. 

 
1.5.d. Identify and use primary and secondary sources to examine the past and present. 

 

By the end of grade 8: 
1.8.a. Apply key concepts such as chronology, causality, and conflict to identify patterns of historical change. 

 
1.8.b. Apply knowledge of the past to explain current events. 

 

1.8.c. Explain the causes of significant historical and current political events and issues. 

 
1.8.d. Utilize primary and secondary sources in historical research. 

 

1.8.e. Examine historical resources for a point of view, context, bias (including gender and race), distortion, or propaganda. 
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1.8.f. Differentiate between historical facts and historical interpretations. 
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1.8.g. Analyze multiple interpretations of an historical or current event. 

 
1.8.h. Analyze quantitative data to answer questions about history. 

 

By the end of grade 12: 
1.12.a. Identify and evaluate long-term changes, enduring influences, and recurring patterns in world history. 

 

1.12.b. Compare models for organizing history into periods (periodization). 

 
1.12.c. Interpret graphic presentation of quantitative data. 

 

1.12.d. Analyze the impact of revolution on politics, economies, and societies. 

 
1.12.e. Analyze how ideals and institutions of freedom, equality, justice, and citizenship have changed over time and from one society to another. 

 

1.12.f. Perform analyses of quantitative historical data. 

 
1.12.g. Evaluate historians' interpretations of the past using a variety of sources. 

 
 

Standard 2. Connections and Conflict) Students will understand causes and effects of interaction among societies, 
including trade, systems of international exchange, war, and diplomacy. 
 

By the end of grade 2: 
2.2.a. Give examples of conflict and cooperation among individuals and groups. 

 
2.2.b. Identify and describe factors that contribute to cooperation and factors that may cause conflict. 

 

2.2.c. Identify that some ways of dealing with disagreements work better than others. 

 
By the end of grade 5: 
2.5.a. Describe how wants and needs have implications beyond the self. 
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2.5.b. Explain varied causes and effects of conflict and cooperation among individuals, groups, societies and nations in the following categories: politics, 
economics, geography, ethnicity/race/gender, and culture. 

 

2.5.c. Explain the major ways groups, societies, and nations interact with one another (e.g., trade, cultural exchanges, and international organizations).  

 

By the end of grade 8: 

 

2.8.a. Explain forces that result in world interaction (such as those related to the environment, belief systems, economics, geography/land, ethnicity/race/gender, 
culture, and balance of power). 

 
2.8.b. Explain how historical legacies have facilitated understanding or caused misunderstanding (slavery in the United States, Nazi Germany, etc.). 

 

2.8.c. Explain how international trade and resource distribution can influence cooperation or conflict. 

 
2.8.d. Explain tensions between national sovereignty and global interest. 

 

2.8.e. Identify issues and standards related to human rights. 

 
By the end of grade 12: 
2.12.a. Analyze the causes and effects of alliances and multinational organizations. 

 
2.12.b. Analyze how cooperation and conflict influence political, economic, and social conditions. 

 
2.12.c. Evaluate efforts to resolve conflict within and among nations. 

 

2.12.d. Analyze how trade has contributed to cooperation and conflict. 

 
2.12.e. Analyze the causes and effects of alliances and multinational organizations. 

 

2.12.f. Evaluate the effectiveness of international organizations. 

 
2.12.g. Analyze how cooperation and conflict influence political, economic, and social. 
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2.12.h. Evaluate efforts to resolve conflict within and among nations. 

 
2.12.i. Analyze effects of differing national foreign policy positions on international competition and cooperation. 

 

2.12.j. Analyze effects of conflict on national unity. 

 
2.12.k. Analyze how trade has contributed to cooperation and conflict. 

 

 

2.12.l. Explain how powerful entities, such as countries, corporations, and religious institutions, have influenced conflicts and cooperation in the world. 

 

Standard 3. (Geography) Students will understand the interactions and relationship between human societies and their 
physical environment. 
 

By the end of grade 2: 
3.2.a. Describe ways in which people depend on the physical environment. 

 
3.2.b. Explain the concept of location. 

 

3.2.c. Use maps and graphs, tables, and diagrams to read and display geographic information. 

 
3.2.d. Locate and distinguish between landforms. 

 

3.2.e. Describe the influence of landforms and geographic features on human population and cultures. 

 
3.2.f. Differentiate between ways in which people from different cultures think about and adapt to the physical environment. 

 

By the end of grade 5: 
3.5.a. Explain and use the elements of maps and globes. 

 

3.5.b. Apply appropriate resources and geographic tools to generate and interpret information about the earth. 
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3.5.c. Apply concepts such as location, distance, direction, scale, movement and region. 

 

3.5.d. Describe ways that the earth’s physical and human-made features have changed over time. 

 
3.5.e. Describe factors that influence locations of human populations and human migration. 

 
3.5.f. Describe and explain various types and patterns of settlement and land use. 

 

3.5.g. Identify why particular locations are used for certain activities.  

 

3.5.h. Define regions by their human and physical characteristics.  

 

By the end of grade 8: 

 

3.8.a. Use appropriate data sources and tools to generate, manipulate, and interpret geographic information such as the location of, size of, and distances 
between places. 

 
3.8.b. Describe social effects of environmental changes and crises resulting from natural phenomena. 

 

3.8.c. Explain voluntary and involuntary migration and its effects on the physical and human characteristics of a place. 

 
3.8.d. Evaluate conventional and alternative uses of land and water resources in the community, region and beyond. 

 

3.8.e. Describe ways that human events have influenced, and been influenced by, physical and human geographic conditions in local, regional, national, 
and global settings. 

 
3.8.f. Analyze the structure and characteristics of different populations and population patterns. 

 

3.8.g. Analyze the structure and characteristics of a population over time. 
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3.8.h. Identify and explain how changes people make in the physical environment in one place can cause changes in other places. 

 

By the end of grade 12: 
3.12.a. Discuss how the physical environment contributes to the development of distinct cultures. 

 

3.12.b. Use spatial models to investigate relationships between places and patterns of settlement and human interaction. 

 
3.12.c. Explain how social, cultural, political and economic factors shape and are shaped by the physical environment. 

 

3.12.d. Evaluate the impact of migration on the structure of societies. 

 
3.12.e. Evaluate the relationship between human societies and the environment; e.g. agricultural productivity, improved water transport (river locks), electric 
power; global warming, pollution, natural disasters, etc. 

 

3.12.f. Analyze geographical factors (such as natural resources, environment) that contribute to cooperation or conflict between human societies. 
 

3.12.g. Assess the impact of cultural diffusion (globalization) on societies in different parts of the world. 

 

Standard 4. Culture) Students will understand cultural and intellectual developments and interactions among societies. 

 
By the end of grade 2: 
4.2.a. Identify regional folk heroes, stories, or songs that have contributed to the development of a region’s cultural history. 

 
4.2.b. Describe how people in different types of institutions and organizations (e.g. families, schools, local religious communities, clubs, etc.) interact with 
each other. 

 

4.2.c. Describe how people from different cultures interact with the environment, such as the use of resources, shelter and transportation. 

 

4.2.d. Compare and contrast social environments in different cultures. 

 
4.2.e. Describe the expectations of how to act in one’s own culture and compare this with behavioral expectations of other cultures. 
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By the end of grade 5: 
4.5.a. Compare and contrast cultural characteristics of different regions and people (e.g. use of environment and resources, technology, food, shelter, 
beliefs and customs, schooling, what-is-public versus what-is-private, etc.). 

 

4.5.b. Compare and contrast the ways that different cultures meet human needs and concerns. 

 
4.5.c. Explain the main ideas in folktales, legends, songs, myths and stories of heroism that describe the history and traditions of various cultures. 

 

4.5.d. Describe how cultural contributions from various groups have formed a national identity. 

 
4.5.e. Explain the elements of culture (language, norms, values, beliefs, etc.). 

 

4.5.f. Define the elements of a belief system (creed, code of behavior, rituals, community). 

 

4.5.g. Examine the principle tenets of one major world religion.  

 

4.5.h. Describe advantages and disadvantages associated with cultural diversity. 

 

4.5.i. Examine cultural diffusion. 

 
By the end of grade 8: 
4.8.a. Examine the interaction between people and the environment and understand how people both shape and are shaped by the environment that they 
live in. 

 
4.8.b. Explain behavioral norms and taboos in different cultures. 

 

4.8.c. Analyze ways that people have maintained their traditions and resisted external challenges (e.g. wars, generational gaps, migration patterns, or 
globalization). 

 
4.8.d. Explain the influence different cultural or ethnic groups living in the same society have had on one another. 

 

4.8.e. Evaluate the impact of globalization on different cultures and populations. 
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4.8.f. Examine the major religions of the world in terms of their beliefs, rituals and sacred texts. 

 

4.8.g. Analyze how a major movement in literature, music, and the visual arts influenced social values. 

 
By the end of grade 12: 
4.12.a. Analyze sources and characteristics of cultural, religious, and social reform movements. 

 

4.12.b. Analyze how art, literature, and traditional customs both shape and are shaped by society. 

 
4.12.c. Compare the development of Greco-Roman philosophy and science to the development of ethical monotheism, transcendental religion, and ancient 
eastern philosophies. 

 
4.12.d. Examine how certain texts came to be viewed as sacred. 

 
4.12.e. Examine syncretism, acculturation, and assimilation in the context of belief systems and culture. 

 

4.12.f. Examine the historic tension between science and religion.  

 

4.12.g. Explain the origins and diffusion of modern science. 

 
4.12.h. Explain the developments that have weakened confidence in modern science (World War I, nuclear weapons, environmental degradation, post-
modern philosophy of science, etc.). 

 
4.12.i. Examine syncretism, acculturation, and assimilation in the context of belief systems and culture. 

 

4.12.j. Evaluate religious characteristics (creed, code of behavior, rituals, community) of non-religious belief systems (e.g. communalism, patriotism, activism, and 
consumerism). 

 
4.12.k. Examine the epistemological complexities of the post-modern age. 
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Standard 5. (Society and Identity) Students will understand social systems and structures and how these influence 
individuals. 
 

By the end of grade 2: 
5.2.a. Identify connections between who they are as a person and their place in the world. 

 
5.2.b. Distinguish themselves as individuals from others. 

 

5.2.c. Recognize that individual people are part of a group. 

 
5.2.d. Recognize culturally and contextually appropriate and inappropriate social behavior and the impact of making choices about behavior. 

 

5.2.e. Explain why people live in social groups (e.g. families, communities, and nation). 

 
5.2.f. Identify roles and behaviors that people demonstrate when in group situations. 

 

5.2.g. Identify opportunities for choice in personal identity. 

 
By the end of grade 5: 
5.5.a. Describe how families influence the individual. 

 

5.5.b. Identify how sociological circumstances (race, ethnicity, gender, class, etc.) influence an individual's perceptions of and reactions to the world. 
 

5.5.c.  Compare and contrast how groups and cultures are similar and different in meeting needs and concerns of their members. 

 

5.5.d. Describe the various forms of institutions (e.g., school, church, clubs, etc.) and how they influence the individual. 

 
5.5.e. Identify and describe ways that ethnicity and cultures influence people's daily lives. 

 

5.5.f. Identify how social systems (e.g., schools, media, religions, families) prescribe racial, ethnic, and gendered identities. 

 

5.5.g. Describe socialization and opportunities for choice in personal identity. 
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5.5.h. Examine the difference between “acceptance” and “tolerance”. 

 

By the end of grade 8: 
5.8.a. Explain how cultural attitudes, values, and beliefs influence personal behavior and the development of personal identity. 

 
5.8.b. Describe how sociological circumstances (race, ethnicity, gender, class, etc.) influence an individual's perceptions of and reactions to the world. 

 
5.8.c. Recognize the foundations of one's own and others' viewpoints. 

 

5.8.d. Understand the impact of conformity, and non-conformity on individuals and groups. 

 
5.8.e. Analyze the accuracies and inaccuracies of stereotyping (race, ethnicity, gender, class, etc.). 

 

5.8.f. Examine how socialization influences choice in personal identity. 

 
By the end of grade 12: 
5.12.a. Explain how sociological circumstances (race, ethnicity, gender, class, etc.) influence an individual's perceptions of and reactions to the world. 

 

5.12.b. Analyze the socialization of individuals by groups, organizations, and institutions.  

 

5.12.c. Examine why cultural definitions of gender identity persist and are resistant to change. 

 
5.12.d. Examine how many cultures reflect and reinforce oppositional ideas of gender (e.g., hard and soft, strong and weak, "sun" and "moon"). 

 
5.12.e. Evaluate circumstances and consequences that arise from differences between cultural norms and personal gender identity and/or sexual 
orientation. 

 

5.12.f. Discuss the limits of socialization and the power of choice in personal identity. 

 

Standard 6. (Government) Students will understand why societies create and adopt systems of governance and how they 
address human needs, rights, responsibilities and citizenship. 
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By the end of grade 2: 
6.2.a. Identify rights and responsibilities of the individual in relation to his or her social group, including the characteristics of good citizens. 

 
6.2.b. Identify sources and purposes of authority in various settings (e.g., mayor, chief, ruler, principal, and teacher). 

 
6.2.c. Describe rights and responsibilities of the individual in relation to his or her social group, including the characteristics of good citizens. 

 
6.2.d. Identify qualities that leaders need in order to meet their responsibilities. 

 

6.2.e. Describe the impact of families and schools on their lives. 

 
6.2.f. Explain rights and responsibilities of the individual in relation to his or her social group, including the characteristics of good citizens. 

 

6.2.g. Explain reasons for the importance of leadership and service. 

 
6.2.h. Identify various principles used for decision-making and problem solving (fairness, cooperation, individual responsibility, etc.). 

 

6.2.i. Describe the impact of religious institutions, government agencies, and civic groups on their lives. 
 

 By the end of grade 5: 

6.5.a. Identify issues involving rights, roles and responsibilities of individuals in relation to broader society. 

 

6.5.b. Describe how political institutions meet needs and wants of individuals and society. 

 
6.5.c. Identify community leaders, local and national government officials, and world leaders. 

 

6.5.d. Identify the elements of major political systems (e.g., monarchy, democracy, constitutional monarchy, dictatorship). 

 
6.5.e. Describe the organization and major responsibilities of the various levels of governments. 

 

6.5.f. Explain what citizenship is. 
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6.5.g. Identify and describe means by which citizens can monitor, evaluate and influence actions of their government. 

 

6.5.h. Describe the roles of laws, courts of law, and judges. 

 
6.5.i. Compare and contrast major political systems. 

 
6.5.j. Explain different strategies to resolve conflict. 

 

By the end of grade 8: 
6.8.a. Explain and analyze strengths and weaknesses of various kinds of governance systems in terms of the purposes they are designed to serve. 

 

6.8.b. Explain how different types of government acquire, use, and justify power. 

 
6.8.c. Describe major issues involving rights, responsibilities, roles, and status of the individual in relation to the general welfare. 

 
6.8.d. Know functions and responsibilities of government leaders and public servants. 

 

6.8.e  Explain how public agendas are set and shaped.  
 

6.8.f. Define citizenship in terms of its legal and political status and criteria used to grant naturalized citizenship.  

 

6.8.g. Describe important documentary sources of human rights, including the English Bill of Rights, the Declaration of Independence, the Declaration of Rights of 
man and Citizen, and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

 

6.8.h. Analyze effects of participation in civic and political life (boycotts, civil disobedience, etc.) 

 
6.8.i. Explain the role of judicial systems in local, national, and international contexts. 

 

6.8.j. Analyze examples of the use of various strategies to resolve conflict. 

 
By the end of grade 12: 
6.12.a. Explain the roots of and historical development of contemporary political systems. 
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6.12.b. Evaluate strengths and weaknesses of various kinds of political philosophies and ideologies. 

 
6.12.c. Evaluate issues regarding 

distribution of powers and responsibilities within political systems. 
 
6.12.d. Evaluate the role of law and order in political systems. 

 
6.12.e. Evaluate how groups and institutions work to meet individual needs and address necessary social changes. 

 

6.12.f. Analyze how and why political institutions distribute benefits and burdens. 

 
6.12.g. Describe major responsibilities of political institutions for domestic and foreign policy. 

 

6.12.h. Examine the wide range of influences on policy makers. 

 
6.12.i. Evaluate various means of achieving specific political objectives. 

 

6.12.j. Discuss the significance of shared political and civic beliefs and values, and of economic prosperity, to the preservation of political organization. 

 
6.12.k. Examine the role of voluntary, community and non-governmental groups in society and their relationship to the functions of political organizations. 

 

6.12.l. Evaluate functions and responsibilities of, and challenges to, leadership.  

 

6.12.m. Compare and contrast the role of citizens in various forms of governance. 

 

6.12.n. Evaluate various ways different societies provide the judiciary function. 

 

Standard 7. (Production, Distribution, and Consumption) Students will understand fundamental economic principles and 
ways in which economies are shaped by geographic and human factors. 
 

By the end of grade 2: 
7.2.a. Distinguish between needs and wants. 
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7.2.b. Describe roles resources play in our daily lives. 

 
7.2.c. Describe how we depend upon people with specialized jobs. 

 

7.2.d. Distinguish between goods and services. 

 
7.2.e. Explain why people make choices about how to satisfy wants and needs. 

 
7.2.f. Identify institutions that are part of economic systems. 

 

7.2.g. Describe how goods and services can be exchanged. 

 
By the end of grade 5: 
7.5.a. Describe characteristics, locations, uses, and management of renewable and non-renewable resources. 

 
7.5.b. Distinguish among human, natural, and capital resources. 

 

7.5.c. Describe how changes in transportation and communication have affected trade and economic activities. 

 
7.5.d. Explain and compare ways in which people satisfy their basic needs and wants through the production of goods and services. 

 

7.5.e. Describe how trade affects the way people earn their living in regions of the world.  

 

7.5.f. Describe changes in the division of labor from hunting and gathering societies to farming communities to urban societies. 

 

7.5.g. Describe primary causes of world trade. 

 
By the end of grade 8: 

7.8.a.  Describe economic effects of environmental changes and crises resulting from natural phenomena. 
 

7.8b.  Explain economic reasons for voluntary migration. 
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7.8.c. Evaluate conventional and alternative uses of resources. 

 

7.8.d. Describe historical and contemporary economic systems. 

 
7.8.e. Explain primary causes of world trade. 

 

7.8.f. Describe global patterns of resource distribution and use. 

 
7.8.g. Explain how governments and markets allocate limited resources among competing wants and needs. 

 

By the end of grade 12: 
7.12.a. Explain examples of historical change by applying fundamental economic concepts (scarcity, opportunity cost, productivity, etc.). 

 

7.12.b. Explain patterns of trade from ancient times to the present. 

 
7.12.c. Analyze ways in which trade has contributed to change in selected societies or civilizations. 

 

7.12.d. Explain the major economic systems 

 
7.12.e. Analyze and evaluate economic issues from a geographical point of view. 

 
7.12.f. Describe reciprocal influences of changes in transportation and communication and changes in trade and economic activities. 

 

7.12.g. Evaluate the major economic systems.  

 

Standard 8. (Science, Technology, and Society) Students will understand how societies have influenced and been influenced by 

scientific developments and technological developments. 

 

By the end of grade 2: 
8.2.a. Distinguish between "tool" and "technique.” 
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8.2.b. Describe examples in which tools and techniques have changed the lives of people. 

 
8.2.c. Identify reasons and requirements for making tools and developing techniques. 

 

By the end of grade 5: 
8.5.a. Explain the difference between science and technology. 

 
8.5.b. Examine ways in which tools and techniques make certain tasks easier. 

 

8.5.c. Describe ways that tools and techniques can have both positive and negative effects. 

 
8.5.d. Describe changes in scientific knowledge and technology that have affected your host country. 

 

8.5.e. Describe instances in which changes in values, beliefs, and attitudes have resulted from new scientific knowledge and from technological knowledge. 

 
By the end of grade 8: 
8.8.a. Explain prerequisites for the adoption of a particular technology (social need, social resources, cultural attitude, etc.). 

 
8.8.b. Describe the process whereby adoption of scientific knowledge and use of technologies influence cultures, the environment, economies, and balance 
of power. 

 
8.8.c. Evaluate the need for laws and policies to govern technological applications. 

 
8.8.d. Describe how technologies might have effects and uses other than those intended. 

 

8.8.e. Explain the concept "pace of change."  

 

By the end of grade 12: 

8.12.a. Analyze effects of technology on the diffusion of culture and the preservation of cultural identity. 

 

8.12.b. Describe how values, beliefs, and attitudes have influenced and been influenced by scientific knowledge and technological knowledge. 

 



72  

8.12.c. Analyze instances in which economic conditions have influenced and been influenced by scientific developments and technological developments. 

 
8.12.d. Explain how different socio-economic groups within a culture may react differently to technological innovation. 

 

8.12.e. Analyze effects of technology on the diffusion of culture and the preservation of cultural identity. 

 
8.12.f. Examine historical and current influences of modern science on technological innovation. 

 

8.12.g. Examine the principal contemporary contexts of technological innovation and scientific research (commercial and military) and the implications of these 
contexts. 

 
8.12.h. Explain causes and consequences of the diffusion of the autocatalytic process of technological innovation. 

 

8.12.i. Describe how values, beliefs, and attitudes have influenced and been influenced by scientific knowledge and technological knowledge. 

 
8.12.j. Analyze instances in which economic conditions have influenced and been influenced by scientific developments and technological developments. 

 
8.12.k. Examine the meaning and ambiguity of the word "technology." 

 

8.12.l. Evaluate whether changing technologies create new ethical dilemmas or make existing ethical dilemmas more acute. 

 
8.12.m. Discuss whether confidence in modern science is growing or decreasing. 

 

8.12.n. Analyze social, moral, ethical, religious, and legal issues arising from technological developments and scientific development.
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