
means it is critical that 

families commit to paying 

tuition in a timely manner 

so the school can make 

sure that it continues to 

run smoothly and has the 

materials needed to pro-

vide a top quality educa-

tion. 

For many families, tuition 

payments were due last 

Friday, August 31. If you 

were not able to meet that 

deadline, please contact 

the business office as soon 

as possible to make ar-

rangements. 

ASD is a Community 

School 

We all know that ASD 

belongs to the stakehold-

ers of the school. It is a 

non-profit community 

school. We often rely on 

parents and community 

members to help us by 

volunteering their time. 

Almost 100% of the funds 

the school needs to run 

effectively and efficiently 

come from tuition. In the 

past, the school had stu-

dents from several interna-

tional companies that paid 

a full year’s tuition upfront 

in July before the school 

year started. Between 20 

and 25% of the school’s 

tuition was received this 

way. This was important 

because the first few 

months of a school year 

are the most costly--when 

many of the annual bills 

need to be paid. 

More recently, the de-

mographics have been 

changing so that about 90% 

of our school tuition now 

comes from families. This 
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The PTA is an organi-

zation of which all 

parents and teachers 

in the ASD community 

are members. The 

purpose of the PTA is 

to enhance our school 

community by hosting 

and supporting school 

events and fundraisers. 

Thank you to all the 

parents who came out 

to last Tuesday’s 

meeting for the Parent 

Teacher Association. 

The elections for this 

year’s executive coun-

cil will take place on 

Tuesday September 19 

at 3:30pm in the 

school library. More 

information can be 

obtained by contacting 

the school. 

We hope to see you 

there! 

PTA Elections 

American School of Douala 
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Mark Your Calendar 

 

Sept. 11-15 Lower School MAP 

  Testing 

Sept. 18 Minimum Day 

Sept. 18-22 Upper School MAP 

  Testing 

Sept. 22 Progress Reports 

Sept. 25-29 Banned Book Week 

Oct. 4  Annual General  

  Meeting 

Oct. 5  International Teachers 

  Day 

Oct. 7  Orphanage Visit 



AGM  

Reminder 

The Annual Gen-
eral Meeting is 
scheduled for 
Wednesday, Oc-
tober 4, 2017. At 
the AGM, Board 
elections will take 
place so we en-
courage every-
one to turn out 
on that evening 
so your voice can 
be heard. 

P A G E  2  

PlusPortals 
the nicest features is 

that they can they can 

see an overview of all 

their children on one 

page upon logging in. 

The school will be us-

ing more and more 

features throughout 

the course of the 

school year, but please 

visit your PlusPortals 

dashboard this week-

end to see the features 

that will be available. If 

you or someone you 

know did not receive 

the invitation this 

morning, please con-

tact the school so we 

can set up your ac-

count. 

We’re really excited to 

get parents to sign up 

with their PlusPortals 

account (so please ex-

cuse us for the multiple 

messages this morn-

ing). PlusPortals is an 

integral part of ASD’s 

new school manage-

ment software. 

It enables parents to 

view their children’s 

grades throughout the 

school year, as well as 

check on other im-

portant school-related 

information. It also 

makes it easy for par-

ents to contact teach-

ers via email. Many 

parents say that one of 

T A L K I N G  D R U M S     

Students who read the 

most were awarded to 

varying degrees, includ-

ing certificates, a gift of 

school supplies, and 

Scholastic book club gift 

certifi-

cates.  Congratulations 

to all of the winners! 

 

We ask that parents en-

courage reading at home 

as well.  This can be 

done in a number of 

ways, such as: 

 

·       Reading and dis-

cussing along with your 

child 

It is important for us at 

ASD to instill a love of 

reading in all of our stu-

dents.  One way that we 

encourage this is through 

a program called Dare to 

Bear.  Over the school 

break, students were 

asked to read and record 

what they had read.  It's 

time for us to give the 

dare to bare awards this 

year. These awards are 

towards students who 

took their time to read 

during the holidays, a 

way we try to promote 

the school's reading cul-

ture. 

·       Modeling reading 

for your child while 

reading regularly 

·       Finding a book se-

ries or topic that your 

child is particularly inter-

ested in 

·       Providing reading 

materials other than 

books, such as blogs, 

graphic novels, and mag-

azines 

 

Reading is a critical skill 

that can only be devel-

oped to its full potential 

if it is reinforced both at 

home and at school. 

 

Dare to Bear by Michael Breece 

 



Counselor’s Corner by Nika Bowens 
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Welcome to Friday! It was 

great meeting many of you at 

Parent Orientation Night.  

This week, I  finished individual 

college planning meetings with 

grade 12 students. I encourage 

all grade 12 students to use the 

SAT and college resources I 

shared with them via email.  

Next week, I will start  individual 

college planning meetings with 

grade 11 students. We will discuss 

college preparation and readiness 

and create goals for this school 

year. One important component 

to college readiness is taking the 

PSAT. ASD will offer the PSAT 

exam to grade 11 and grade 10 

students on Wednesday, October 

11, 2017. Specific information about 

the exam will be discussed next 

week. 

 

Email: NBowens@asddouala.com 

Office: Room 26 (2nd floor) 

 

with the ‘Best Pet Trophy’? 

That is for you and your 

child to find out as you read 

to find out as you enjoy this 

well illustrated book by 

Claire Friedman and Russell 

Julian.  

George cannot wait to show 

off his pet dragon Sparky to 

school, for the bring-your-

pet-to-school week. Mum is 

concerned because sparky is 

not only huge, but clumsy.  

The question is: Did Sparky 

have any mishap during his 

visit to George’s School? 

Which of the pets ends up 

Book of the Week by Ferol Ntuba 

ASD thanks all the parents 

who came out for the Parent Orientation 

evening. It was a successful event with an 

inspirational opening number by the ASD 

drama club and many interesting presenta-

tions by ASD teachers.  

Here are some pictures from the 

night: 

 

Parent Night Wrap Up  

Each week, 

ASD Librarian 

Ms. Ntuba will 

feature a new 

book. 

mailto:NBowens@asddouala.com
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Teacher Feature: Ms. Blair Cochran 
Hello! My name is Blair 
Cochran, also known as Ms. 

Blair. This is my third year 
teaching third grade at ASD. 
Before coming to Douala, I 

taught 4th and 5th grade in 
Boston, and before that, I 
taught a combined 3rd and 4th 

grade class at the Banjul Ameri-
can Embassy School in The 
Gambia (the same school 
where Mr. Breece and Mrs. 

Ntuba taught, funnily enough). 
Of all the grades I've taught (I 
started out in 2nd grade and 

even spent a couple of years in 

kindergarten), I think 3rd grade 
might be my favorite. Third 

graders are so enthusiastic 
about learning, and they still like 

the silly songs I like to sing in 
class.  

  
Outside of school, I enjoy ex-
ploring Douala's fine array of 

poisson braisé options with my 
husband, Mr. Guttridge, or 
reading on the couch with our 

fat old cat. A new addition to 
our family is due at the end of 
October, so I'll be taking some 
time off soon, and coming back 

with one new passenger in 
January! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and "The Dunderheads" 

and 

thinking, drawing, and 

writing about the gifts we 

bring to our 

community. Knowing 

how we learn helps us 

learn better - and learn-

ing 

in different ways helps 

make our whole class 

stronger. 

In third grade, we've 

been learning about all 

the different ways that 

people think and learn - 

through numbers and 

words, through their 

bodies, by using pattern 

and color, by talking to 

others... - and we 

know that everyone 

brings special gifts to our 

class. We're reading 

books like "Stone Soup," 

"How We Are Smart," 

Class Spotlight: Grade 3 

 

 

 

 


