
I encourage parents to review 

the MAP reports with their chil-

dren to work together on making 

this school year successful. 

 

Please note that MAP tests 

are not included in a stu-

dent’s official grades. They 

are for information purposes 

only.  

 

MAP Testing 

All ASD students from K5 to 

Grade 10 have been participating 

in MAP testing these past couple 

of weeks. This is a unique test 

because it scores students both 

on their growth and their 

achievement. 

Parents will receive reports in 

the coming days so they can see 

their children’s results for them-

selves. 

“Achievement” is what we often 

see as academic success in a 

school. This is the level at which 

the student is performing. High 

performing students are often 

those with “straight A’s” or who 

are on the honor roll. 

I encourage all parents to make 

“Growth” as important a factor, 

or even more important than 

achievement. This reflects how 

much learning has taken place. It 

doesn’t mean very much if your 

child is a high achiever but 

doesn’t learn over the course of 

a school year. Alternatively, if 

your child is a low achiever but 

learns a lot, than that child had a 

very successful educational expe-

rience. The MAP reports also 

show growth projections so 

children can set academic goals 

for themselves. 

From the Director’s Desk by Edward Langlais 
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On Tuesday, September 

19th, the Parent Teacher 
Associate held its annual 
election of committee mem-

bers.  The committee mem-
bers for the 2017-18 school 

year are as follows: 

President: Marieme Nana 

Vice President: Catherine 

Flottes de  Pouzols 

Secretary: Aurelia Erni 

Treasurer: Michael Breece 

Assistant Treasurer: 

Mildred Bah Tanwi Foghang 

Events Planners: Colette 
Le Gall and Sandra Sorenti-

no 

Members at large (very 
active): Jacqueline Bindzi 

and Khadidiatou Tandiang 

Thank you to these commit-

tee members who have 
committed to volunteering 
their time to enrich the 

ASD community this year.  
 
Please be aware 

that ALL parents and teach-
ers at ASD are members of 
the PTA.  We encourage 
parents to actively attend 

meetings and suggest activi-
ties or events that you 

would like to see at the 

school.  At the meeting on 
Tuesday, those in attend-
ance voiced that this year, 

our goal should be to bring 
a great school spirit to 
ASD.  Doing so involves the 

whole parent and teacher 
community, not simply the 
committee. Let’s work 

together to make this a 
great year for our children! 

PTA News 

American School of Douala 
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Mark Your Calendar 

 

Sept. 22 Progress Reports 

Sept. 25-29 Banned Book Week 

Oct. 4  Annual General  

  Meeting 

Oct. 5  International Teachers 

  Day 

Oct. 7  SAT 

Oct. 10 PTA Meeting 

Oct. 11 PSAT 

Oct. 14 Orphanage Visit 

Oct. 16 Minimum Day 

Oct. 20 End of 1st Quarter 

Student Pro-
gress Reports
– sent home 

on Sept. 22 



 

 

 

 

 

 

ASD MISSION 

The American School 
of Douala strives to 
develop students that 
will be competitive, 
self-confident, com-
passionate, and posi-
tively contribute to 
our global communi-
ty. ASD provides a 
supportive, multi-
cultural environment 
with a high-standard 
American curriculum, 
encouraging students 
to reach their maxi-
mum potential.  

P A G E  2  

. 

T A L K I N G  D R U M S     

your child about his 

or her learning.  This 

is also a great chance 

to extend your child’s 

learning.   If, for ex-

ample, you see in the 

newsletter that your 

child is learning about 

electricity in Science, 

sit together with your 

child to research the 

topic and watch 

YouTube videos.  

 

Some parents may be 

hesitant to delve into 

their child’s learning, 

as they are afraid that 

the child might ask 

questions they don’t 

know the answer 

to.  In these instanc-

es, be honest with 

your child and tell 

them you don’t’ 

know, but that you 

can find out together. 

There are many great 

online resources that 

serve to teach various 

topics and con-

cepts.  I highly recom-

mend Khan Academy 

(khanacademy.org) if 

you need a refresher 

Today some students 

will be receiving Pro-

gress Reports.  Pro-

gress Reports are an 

opportunity for 

teachers to formally 

communicate with 

parents about areas 

of improvement for 

their child, as well as 

their current levels in 

various sub-

jects.  However, 

please be aware that 

parents do not need 

to wait for formal re-

porting periods and 

parent-teacher con-

ferences to communi-

cate with teachers 

about their child’s 

learning.  We want to 

ensure that parents 

are actively involved 

in their child’s learn-

ing and regularly in 

touch with teachers. 

 

 As you know, the 

Lower School teach-

ers send weekly or bi

-weekly newslet-

ters.  Please use these 

newsletters as an op-

portunity to talk to 

course in how to 

multiply fractions or 

conjugate verbs. It is 

important that chil-

dren understand 

learning is a life-long 

process, and who 

better to model this 

than their parents. 

 

It is critical that par-

ents and teachers 

work together to 

guide and encourage 

students to develop 

their potential.   

Learning With Your Child by Michael Breece 

 
 

http://khanacademy.org/


Counselor’s Corner by Nika Bowens 
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Greetings, Parents! 

This week, individual college 

planning meetings with grade 11 

students continued. Grades 6-

10 completed MAP testing in 

reading, language, science and 

math. For grade 12, the focus 

has now shifted to completing 

college applications and writing 

first drafts for their personal 

statements.  

Next week, grades 8 and 10 will 

finish their MAP tests. Grade 12 will 

complete in class SAT simulations. 

Lastly, in class guidance lessons that 

will encourage personal and social 

growth will commence, starting with 

grade 6.  

Two reminders:  

 The first fall SAT is coming up 

on Saturday, October 7. Stu-

dents taking the exam are encour-

aged to use the SAT prep materials 

we have discussed to prepare for the 

exam.  

 Grade 10 and grade 11 students will 

take the PSAT on Wednesday, Octo-

ber 11.  

 

Email: NBowens@asddouala.com 

Office: Room 26 (2nd floor) 

jam. All her efforts to clean the 

book only result in a disaster. 

What will she do? Reading this 

book is an excellent time for 

parents to talk to their children 

on how to take care of not only 

books, but also their personal 

belongings. Enjoy!!!! 

A lesson on book care is always 

very important in any school 

library, and that has been our 

focus this week.  Marion the 

hedgehog, loves to read, and 

relishes the books she borrows 

from the library, until one 

morning, at breakfast she mis-

takenly stains her book with 

Book of the Week by Ferol Ntuba 

 

Each week, 

ASD Librarian 

Ms. Ntuba will 

feature a new 

book. 

oped the skill of being patient and tolerant, 
instilling art appreciation, promoting crea-

tivity, open mindedness; maintaining a well 
disciplined, highly motivated classroom, 
and  provide positive encouragement to 

ensure that each child succeed. 
 
My main focus is not just teaching 

art  but  developing learners to think like 
artist. Learners that are creative, curious, 

see questions, develop ideas and have fun. 
Which means we need to be much more 
intentional about how to communicate art 
critical values and how to teach for crea-

tivity. 
 
To showcase our creativity, there is an 

annual  art exhibition that takes place here 
in ASD by the end of the school year. Last 

year we celebrated the first formal 
fashion and Art Exhibition. Students also 

participated in art Competitions like the 
AISA (Association of International Schools 
in Africa) Art Challenge in which students 

were awarded certificates for their out-
standing performances. The best selected 
artworks will be used to create AISA 

calendar for the next year. 
 

Hello, I am Naomi Ebai and once again, it is 
my pleasure to be part of the ASD com-

munity this school year. I am a Came-
roonian, born and raised in Limbe,married 
and a mother of  two wonderful children. I 

am very creative, open minded, passionate 
about art and love teaching children. 
 

I have been an art teacher for 15 years. I 
spent the early part of my teaching career 
in local schools around my community 
helping children to raise their awareness, 

understanding and appreciation of visual 
art which was not part of their educational 
program. I started off in ASD as a part 

time Art teacher and for three years now, 
I am a full time art teacher teaching from 
grades one through 12. In all my years of 

experience as an art teacher, I have devel-

Teacher Feature: Ms. Naomi Ebai 

mailto:NBowens@asddouala.com
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ASD student council members were elected last week. Upper 

school students all voted for president, vice-president, secretary, 

treasurer and their respective class representatives. Congratula-

tions to the new leaders in our halls! The group of 10 students met 

this week for the first time. They have some great ideas for the 

year and are really looking forward to helping change the spirit at 

ASD. Students decided they would start to have spirit days at least 

once a month, so be ready to show your spirit. The council is go-

ing to work hard to bring all grades together and have events for 

the entire school. If you have ideas to make our school a better 

place to be, please feel free to share them with the leaders!   

Student Council Election Results 

President-   Welle-Dias 
Vice President-  Ericka 
Treasurer-   Ibrahim 
Secretary-   Keysha 

 
12th Grade Representative -   Lea 

11th Grade Representative-   Ashley 
10th Grade Representative-   Kcidy 

9th Grade Representative-   Aymeric 
8th Grade Representative-   Reina 
7th Grade Representative-   Fatima 


