
Google Aps 1: Teachers will 

receive an introduction to the 

online tools we use daily at ASD. 

Google Aps 2—Google Drive: 

Teachers will learn how to effec-

tively create collaborative docu-

ments and share them. 

Teaching English Language Learn-

ers: Teachers will practice strat-

egies that will help them work 

more effectively with children 

who are still learning the English 

language. These teaching strate-

gies can be seamlessly incorpo-

rated into the classroom and 

provide a better learning envi-

ronment for all. 

Professional Development 

Afternoon 

On Monday, we will have our 

first professional development 

session of the school year. The 

purpose of this year’s sessions is 

to provide teachers with in 

depth training on a variety of 

topics the school has determined 

to be a priority. Those topics are 

unit and curriculum design, 

student-centered class-

rooms, instructional tech-

niques to include ALL chil-

dren in the learning process, 

and incorporating technolo-

gy into the learning environ-

ment. 

This Monday we will offer six 

different workshops taught by 

ASD faculty, of which each 

teacher will attend two. 

The topics for this upcoming 

Monday will be: 

Unit Planning 1: An introduction 

to Understanding by Design, the 

unit design program we use at 

ASD. 

Unit Planning 2: For intermediate 

teachers who want to learn how 
to use their unit plans to create 

deeper learning opportunities. 

Singapore Math: Teachers will 

learn how to effectively teach 

math where students master the 

concepts and ideas of the math 

problems they need to solve. 
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The Annual 
General Meet-
ing is sched-
uled for 
Wednesday, 
October 4, 
2017.  

 

 

Board elec-
tions will take 
place so we 
encourage 
everyone to 
turn out on 
that evening 
so your voice 
can be heard. 

AGM REMINDER 
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Mark Your Calendar 

 

Sept. 18 Minimum Day 

Sept. 18-22 Upper School MAP 

  Testing 

Sept. 22 Progress Reports 

Oct. 4  Annual General  

  Meeting 

Oct. 5  International Teachers 

  Day 

Oct. 14 Orphanage Visit 

Minimum Day 
Monday:  

Dismissal at 
11:45am!  



 

 

 

 

PTA Elections 

Elections for the 
executive com-
mittee are Tues-
day September 
19 in the school 
library at 3:30pm. 
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T A L K I N G  D R U M S     

attention is drawn 
to the mechanics 
of your first lan-
guage, allowing 
you to gain a 
greater under-
standing of how 
languages work. 

 
• Being a more ef-

fective multi-
tasker.  Studies 
have also shown 
that multilingual 
people have an 
increased ability 
to multi-
task.  Switching 
between different 
systems of writ-
ing, speech and 
structure im-
proves the brain’s 
cognitive flexibil-
ity. 

 
• Gaining deeper 

understanding of 
other cul-
tures.  Learning 
another language 
should not simply 
be about learning 
rules and vocabu-
lary, but instead 
include learning 
traditions, history, 
geography, cur-
rent 
events.  Additional
ly, understanding 

As you know, at ASD 
students from K5 - 
Grade 12 learn 
French.  Our aim is to 
ensure that all stu-
dents learn French at 
a level that is chal-
lenging, but not over-
whelming.  Extensive 
research shows that 
we learn best in a 
state of relaxed alert-
ness.  In other words, 
we learn most effec-
tively when we are 
comfortable, yet en-
gaged and interested 
in learning the subject 
matter.  As a result, 
our French classes 
are differentiated at 
each grade, divided 
into beginner, inter-
mediate, and ad-
vanced levels. 
 
There are many ben-
efits to learning an 
additional language, 
such as: 
 

• Developing a 
greater under-
standing of your 
mother-
tongue.  As you 
learn the gram-
mar, structure, 
and conjugations 
of an additional 
language, your 

multiple lan-
guages allows us 
to explore globally 
significant ideas 
and issues 
through different 
languages.   

 
• Opening more 

doors for the fu-
ture.  Being multi-
lingual affords us 
greater travel op-
portunities as well 
as career and liv-
ing options. 

 
We are pleased that 
we can offer a differ-
entiated French pro-
gram to our students 

Benefits of Learning an 
Additional Language 

by Michael Breece 

 
 



Counselor’s Corner by Nika Bowens 
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Greetings, Parents! 

This week, I began individual 

grade 11 college planning meet-

ings. During our meetings, stu-

dents and I discussed future 

college plans, preparation for 

the upcoming PSAT (October 

11)  and what each student 

hopes to accomplish by the end 

of this school year. 

Next week, grade 11 meetings will 

continue. I will also begin working 

with grades 6-10 teachers regarding 

student support and introducing 

guidance lesson schedules for the fall 

semester.  

 

Two reminders:  

• Upper school map testing 

(grades 6-10) will take place 

next week.  

 

• The first fall SAT is coming up on 

October 7. Students taking the exam 

are encouraged to use the SAT prep 

materials we have discussed to pre-

pare for the exam.  

 

Email: NBowens@asddouala.com 

Office: Room 26 (2nd floor) 

 

pens next is for you and your child

(ren), to discover for yourselves, 

by  reading this wonderful rhym-

ing picture book with an im-

portant underlying message of 

jealousy and the consequences of 

acting out of jealousy. 

A zebra magician turns a sleepy 

little town upsides down as she 

does her magic and talks of her far 

and wide travel experiences. Is 

Goat impressed by all of these? Not 

at all, as he decides to spread un-

true stories, which eventually make 

the zebra leave town. The story 

now takes a different turn as even 

the little children miss the Zebra’s 

style of entertainment. What hap-

Book of the Week by Ferol Ntuba 

 

Each week, 

ASD Librarian 

Ms. Ntuba will 

feature a new 

book. 

also have a bit of knowledge of 
Chinese.  I have been lucky 
enough to work in many differ-
ent schools in various coun-
tries. I have worked in Austral-
ia, China, Switzerland and now 
Cameroon. This has helped me 
greatly expand my competen-
cies, learn many new things 
and meet lots of great and in-
teresting people. 

I enjoy travelling and have 
many plans for future travel 
here in Cameroon and around 
the world. I love a good book 
when I can get my hands on 
one but I do enjoy watching a 
good movie at home. My hus-
band and I have two wonderful 
girls aged 7 and 1. They keep 
us very active and busy on the 
weekends. 

Bonjour. My name is Aurélia 
Erni and I am the new French 
Teacher. This is my first year at 
ASD.I am very excited to be 
starting my journey here at 
ASD and working with all the 
students  and teachers. I was 
born in Switzerland but moved 
to Australian when I was 6 
years old, therefore I am bilin-
gual in French and English. I 

Teacher Feature: Ms. Aurelia Erni 

mailto:NBowens@asddouala.com
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dents for the gen-
erous dona-
tions.  Additionally, 
we would like to 
thank G4S who 
kindly provided the 
transportation and 
escort.  Without 
these contributions 
of goods, re-
sources, and time, 
our support of New 

Destiny would not 
be possible.  We 
are pleased to 
have this great op-
portunity for our 
students to learn 
the importance of 
helping oth-
ers.  The next or-
phanage visit will 
be Saturday, Octo-
ber 14th.  

On Saturday, Sep-
tember 9th, stu-
dents from ASD 
visited the New 
Destiny Orphan-
age to deliver the 
goods that were 
donated by our 
school communi-
ty.  We would like 
to thank all the 
parents and stu-

New Destiny Orphanage Visit 

 

 

 

 


