American School of Douala

TALKING DRUMS
E D I T I O N

INSIDE THIS
ISSUE:
Director’s Desk

1

Calendar

1

Counselors
Corner

2

End of Quarter
Grades

3

1 8 - 1 9 ,

I S S U E

# 1 8

From the Director’s Desk
Chinese Cultural After
School Activity
Beginning in Quarter 3,
ASD will be offering Chinese cultural activities for
students from grades 312, hosted by teachers
from the Confucius Institute of Douala. This will
include activities such as
Chinese language, calligraphy, food, Kungfu, poetry, paper cutting, classical
songs, and traditional
painting. This is an enriching and fun way for our
students to learn about
Chinese culture. We are
hopeful that these initial
after school activities will
open the door for further
educational opportunities
in Chinese language and
culture. We are always
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looking for opportunities to
enrich our students’ understanding of different
cultures and welcome any
programs you may know
about that could be offered as after school activities.
In addition to the school
curriculum and organized
programs that teach our
students about various
cultures, we are fortunate
to have over 30 nationalities at ASD, which indirectly teaches our students about cultures. In
the world of education this
is referred to as the
“hidden curriculum, unintended lessons, values
and perspectives that students learn which are not
a part of the written curric-

ulum. This mix of nationalities prepares our students
for a world is that is increasingly becoming more
and more interconnected. Our students are developing an international
mindset and a sense of
global understanding that
many children around the
world are not afforded.

Mark Your Calendar
Jan 19
Student Council
Basketball Tournament
Jan 25
Second Quarter Ends
Jan 25-27
HS Basketball (ASOY)
Jan 28
Third Quarter Begins
Feb 1
Report Cards
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Counselor’s Corner
This week in lower
school counseling, I
worked with grades
kindergarten through
fifth to help students
make connections to
current skills they are
using and careers. In
reviewing the six different career paths, students were able to
identify several careers in each path, including careers at
ASD, in the community
and in their families.
Classes discussed the
skills necessary for
each career and how
careers in each path
were similar and different. Students were
able to identify current
skills they have that
will help them achieve
their career goals.
The ninth graders
identified a career that
they were interested in
learning more about.
They then researched
information about the
career, including job
descriptions, education
requirements,
high
school classes and
skills that will better

prepare for the career.
Eleventh
and twelfth
graders had the pleasure
of a question and answer
session with four ASD
alumni who are currently
(or recently graduated) at
university. The four alumni graciously answered
questions about university majors, classes, dorm
life and high school to
university transition. The
alumni presented real life
information from their
perspectives, which the
juniors and seniors appreciated. Thank you to
Jordi, Saagar, Geordy
and Jonathan for volunteering their time to provide information to current ASD students!
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Reminder: EduCanada
University Fair
Location: Akwa Palace
Hotel Douala
Date: Saturday 19 January 2019
Time: 10h to 18h
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End of Quarter Grades
This week was the second week back from the
Winter Break. The second quarter ends next
week Friday. This time
of the quarter is usually
taken for granted to fix
bad or unsatisfactory
grades. Students stay
back afterschool to retake quizzes, homework, classwork, and
even tests. It might be
convenient but it really
isn’t. In order to avoid
last minute work, checking your grades on PlusPortals regularly decreases your chances of
stressing out. Study regularly,
check
your
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grades regularly and
talking to your teacher
about any doubt will
help you accomplish a
decent grade for the
quarter.
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